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As he told me the story, the man had tears in his eyes remembering the kindness of his neighbour who noticed they 
were struggling, the lovely little gifts, the food, and the incredible generosity of the people at the Salvation Army. The 
gesture had touched his heart so much- that every year after that, he volunteered in the Christmas program at the 
Salvation Army. For 57 years he wore a Santa suit and rang a bell in the mall hoping to help families in need, families 
like his.  

Imagine how many hampers he helped create over those 57 years?  

This Christmas at McClure, and throughout our city, you will find a variety of ways to help and share with others. This 
Christmas story reminds us that even very small gestures have the power to change lives and expand God’s kingdom 
of compassion and care throughout our community.   

This Advent and Christmas, may you find nourishment for your soul in our community of faith so that you may share 
the hope, peace, joy and love of Christ with your neighbours. 

Emily  

 

Sharing the hope, peace, joy and love of Christ. 

One December, as I was visiting in Royal University Hospital, I met a patient who 
asked me if I had time to hear a Christmas story. This is the story he told me…  

It was 1963, and he had had knee surgery so he couldn’t work. He and his 
wife had three young children at home. They did not know how Christmas was 
going to come together with no money to spare, and barely enough to eat. On 
the night before Christmas, three boxes appeared on their porch. In the boxes, 
they found everything needed for Christmas, food, a small tree, and gifts for the 
children. The family later found out that the neighbours had put their name in at 
the Salvation Army to receive a hamper.  
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Debra’s Sabbatical Leave – February 1 to June 30, 2026: 
 Some of my favorite days in ministry with you are when I get to witness our church family connecting with one 
another.  Like the Family Fun Night when I overheard a group of young Dads chatting. These Dads don’t get a chance to talk to 
one another on Sunday mornings because they are busy collecting kids and boots and Rainbow Village craft projects.   Or like 
the evening a grandfather helped a kiddo, from one of our young families, decorate the church Christmas tree.  Now the kiddo 
knows the grandpa’s name and visa versa.  Or like the evening a kid, I had never met, who is in French immersion connected 
with one of our Rainbow Village kids, who is also in French immersion.  FYI (for your information) this last connection included 
a great deal of tag, hot chocolate, glitter glue and laughter.  
 I am of the opinion, through experience and research, that intergenerational connection within a community of faith is 
key not only to its own health but key to its ability to reach out. 
 My sabbatical begins February 1, 2026 and after consulting with the Ministry and Personnel Committee and the Living 
Sky’s Regional Council, it is my intention to do some more research and learning about how to effectively create opportunities 
for intergenerational connection.  I will be taking a course through the Atlantic School of Theology entitled:  Family Ministry.  
I have a reading list that includes:  All Ages Becoming by Valerie Grissom, Intergenerational Christian Formation by Allen, 
Lawton and Seibel and A Gospel for All Ages: teaching and preaching with the whole church by David Csinos. 
 It has been my profound privilege to share in ministry with you these past fifteen years and together we have 
navigated many changes and challenges.  I am excited to be part of this new time in our life as church.  I am looking forward to 
the future to which God is calling us.  I am grateful for a time of Sabbatical, a time of learning, rest and reflection. 
 I will be away from Feb 1 to July 27, 2026 and, together with the Ministry and Personnel committee, we have a plan in 
place to cover some of the work that I do.  In the past we have had a second or third minister to cover off essential duties but 
we no longer have this luxury.  Emily is half time with us and half time with the Northern Hospital Chaplaincy and we cannot 
ask her to work beyond her current hours.  We have therefore been creative about how coverage will occur.  A plan for my 
time away has been in the works for several month and will be complete soon.   
 Thank you again for this gift of Sabbatical. 
 
 
Blessings,  
Debra  
  
 

 
 

In loving sympathy    

 

 

 

 

 Advent Wednesday Morning Coffee 
November 26 to December 17th  

10:30-11:30am 
Coffee, Conversation and Prayer. 

Holding you gently in prayer...  
All who have experienced grief & loss in its many forms 
 
Sherrill Andres and family on the death of her husband Ron Andres 
The family and friends of Barb Verny  
Joyce Lenz and family upon the loss of her brother-in-law, Gerald Mitchinson. 
Gayle Mergen and family upon the death of her son-in-law Willam de Jong.  
The family and friends of Ray Penny  
The family and friends of Dianne Thiemann 
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 Back Row left to right: Joel Reid (Refugees) Ken Anderson (Stewardship), Angie Bugg (Property), Joy McFarlane-Burton (Co-chair),  
Reverend Emily Carr, Jim Krueger (Ministry and Personnel) 
Front Row left to right: Elaine Niebergall (Treasurer), Val Dickinson (Trustees), Diane Hogg (Worship), Sandy Hoenecke (Recording Secretary), 
Terry Clark (Outreach) Heather Muirhead (Co-chair), Reverend Debra Berg 
Missing: Naomi Yuen and Carol Shaw (Congregational Care),  
Sheila Krueger (alternate Trustees) Garth Courtney (alternate Ministry and Personnel) 

,  
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Advent I - HOPE Sunday November 30 - 10am – Communion 
 

Advent II – PEACE  Sunday December 07- 10am - White Gift Sunday  collecting 
toys and pantry items for local school 
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - Sunday December 07 - 7pm   
 
 

As we approach Advent, the beginning of the Christian Year, and the 2026 New Year, let us give thanks for the past 
year, and the many Volunteers that have helped McClure Church achieve goals, complete projects, and continue to 
put our faith in action in the building, congregation, and the wider community in our city, province, and country. 
 
What would our McClure Church be like if there were: 

* no willing hands to pour us a cup of coffee or tea following worship, or provide lunches for families 
following funeral services  

* no Family Nights to gather our generations together for a meal, crafts and games 
* no one to support and advocate for our Ministers and Employees 
*no one to organize the many projects that reflect our support of the community around us  
*no hands to care for, maintain, and update our property and church building  
*no minds to guide us financially, prepare budgets, and look to the needs of the future 
*no hands to prepare communion, no musicians to lead us, no sound/video technicians to allow speakers 

and singers to be heard, as well as seen, during our in-person and online worship services 
* no Men’s Breakfasts, Men’s or Women’s Saturday Morning Gatherings 

 

Let’s be grateful for the hundreds of people within our congregation that have said “YES” when asked to volunteer 
and contribute to the life and work of our McClure Church and Congregation. 
                                                                              

Hymn 707 in Voices United, Verse 1: 
“For the faithful who have answered when they heard your call to serve, 
For the many ways you led them testing will and stretching nerve, 
For their work and for their witness as they strove against all odds,  
For their courage and obedience, we give thanks and praise, O God.“                                                                   

 
Merry Christmas to All, and many Blessings in 2026! 

Joy and Heather 

McClure board News   

 

MCCLURE CHURCH BOARD REPORT 
Congregational Care – Naomi Yeun/Carol Shaw  
Faith Development/Family Ministry – Rev. Debra Berg 
Ministry and Personnel – Jim Krueger/Garth Courtney 
Outreach – Terry Clark 
Property – Angie Bugg 
Stewardship – Ken Anderson 
Trustees – Val Dickinson/Sheila Krueger 
Worship – Diane Hogg 
Co-Chairs – Heather Muirhead/Joy McFarlane-Burton 
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Advent I - HOPE Sunday November 30 - 10am – Communion – Transfer of membership 
 

Advent II – PEACE  Sunday December 07- 10am - White Gift Sunday  
 collecting toys and food for Wildwood School 
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - Sunday December 07 - 7pm   
Christmas is such a special time of year but for some of us Christmas comes with worries 
and grief.  Perhaps a quiet, reflective service would feed your soul.   
   
Advent III - JOY Sunday December - 14 - 10am Christmas Cantata “Let There Be 
Christmas” 

Shirley Blackburn, Elin Sletmoen , choir and orchestra 
Advent IV - LOVE Sunday December 21  

 
CHRISTMAS EVE: Sunday December 24 - 7pm (livestream) and 10 pm – Communion 

Christmas Eve offering will again be donated to the Food Bank and Friendship Inn.   
 

At McClure we share this wish with our hope, peace, joy and love for everyone 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 28 Joy Sunday!!!!            Come as you are!! 
Wear your PJ’s, jeans, sweatpants and Tees. 

God loves us just as we are. 
 
SUNDAY JANUARY 4  EPIPHANY  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Advent Prayer Tree: A small Christmas tree will be in the lobby throughout Advent.  You are invited 
to write a prayer request and hang it on the tree.  Debra or Emily will take some time each week and offer prayer 

with your request in mind.  
 

 

Worship  

 

Opportunities to serve 
through worship  

email debra.b@shaw.ca 
1. Lighting the Christ Candle  

sign-up sheet in the hall.  
2. Reading Scripture  

to be put on the reader list.  
3. Write and offer the Pastoral Prayer.   
4. Bring flowers to enhance worship space 

sign-up sheet in the hall.  
5. Sing in the choir  

Rehearsal Wednesday evening 7:30.  
6. Greeting and bringing the offering 

forward. 
 

mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
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Nursery 
The nursery is open and well 
equipped.  There is a TV for 
viewing worship, loads of 
toys and a comfy rocker.  
Please remember babies and 
toddlers are very welcome in 
the worship space and the 
nursery is for your 
convenience when needed.    

 

 

Staying connected     

 

Ministry with Children 
 

Eden Polischuk our beloved Rainbow 
Village leader is back for another year of 
fun and learning alongside our kiddos.  
 
If you have any wonderings or suggestions 

about how to make the Rainbow village 
experience even better, 

please contact Debra:  debra.b@shaw.ca 
 
 
 
 

Family Fun Night Let Your Light Shine – January 30, 2026. 
Emotions are a big part of life.  Debra has a little resource that might help us talk about feelings so we can care for each other 
and keep our lights shining bright.   Our family fun night begins with a simple supper, a brief worship (10min) then we have 
some fun.  . Come if you are single or a double, younger or wiser.  Email Debra if you would like to come by noon January 
28th .  Supper by donation.  
  

Seekers Saturday  
January 17 

11-2pm Lunch included 
 

Are you thinking it would be nice to 
think about your faith with others in a 
safe – judgement free environment?  
Has it been awhile since you did 
Confirmation Classes?  Would you like 
to become a “Full” member of McClure 
United Church and are wondering about 
what you need to do?  
Is the United Church new to you and 
you would like to know more? 
Join others January 17 , for learning, 
prayer and conversation.  
Let Debra know if you would like to 
attend this event at debra.b@shaw.ca.  
 

Young Adult Supper – 
January 16th 

at the Church 6pm. 
Come for Supper, conversation and 
connection.  If you are in your 20s or 30s 
this supper is for you.  Let Debra know if 
you are coming by January 14 noon.  
debra.b@shaw.ca 

mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
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Chilly January…Warm Muffins 
If you like to bake… this project is for you! 

Once again, we are partnering with Wildwood School and hope to fill their 
freezer with muffins.  Kids come to school hungry in the morning and we can 
help with that.  Our friends at Wildwood, store the muffins and give them to 
hungry kids as needed.   

If you would like to bake a dozen muffins to help with this project…please 
put them in a Ziploc bag, and label the type of muffin ie.  Oatmeal Blueberry.  
No nuts please. 

Bring your muffins on Sunday, January 18 or early on Monday, January 19.  
Our friends from Wildwood will pick them up! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

outreach 
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Living Sky Region 
 On -Line Bible Study 
Wednesday 1pm (Saskatchewan time) 
 
A reminder to anyone interested in Bible study but finding 
 it difficult to find time to attend one, - this one happens in your own space! 
Everything is on Zoom.  
Discussion is typically around the weekly lectionary selection. 
Participants have logged in from all over Saskatchewan (mostly Saskatoon & Regina), Calgary, 
Drayton Valley (Alberta ), Toronto, La Pas (Manitoba) and Zimbabwe. St. Andrew’s students drop in 
from different places. 
 
For more information or to join the mailing list, contact Jordan Cantwell at jcantwell@united-church.ca 
 

 

 Nunsense:  
March 5-7, 2026 

Get ready for a heavenly dose of laughter as McClure Players bring you Nunsense, 
the hilarious musical comedy that’s been delighting audiences around the world! 
About the Show: 
Nunsense follows the misadventures of five nuns from the Little Sisters of Hoboken 
who find themselves in a bit of a pickle. After a culinary accident wipes out most of 
their convent, the surviving sisters must raise funds to bury the last four dearly 
departed. Their solution? Put on a variety show full of singing, dancing, and side-
splitting comedy! 
With catchy tunes, lovable characters, and plenty of nun-approved humor, 
Nunsense is a joyful celebration of sisterhood, resilience, and the power of laughter. 
Directed by Laura Negraeff, this production will feature Elaine Reinhart, Kristie 
Elliott, Lorna Batycki, and Jen Duggleby  
Don’t miss this divine comedy! 
Tickets on sale in February! 

 

 

April 25, 2026  

Book and Puzzle sale 
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Legacy Giving  
McClure United Church has always been able to count on its members and adherents for the financial means to carry out the 
ministry and mission of the congregation. Annual giving along with the responses to special appeals have enabled the 
continuation of ongoing services and special projects such as the expansion of the church building and partnering with McClure 
Place in the seniors living project. Through the years, McClure has also experienced a third dimension of financial giving that 
being Legacy Giving. In this way, donors give from end of life accumulated assets rather than from monthly or annual income. 
Such gifts have affected the congregation in many positive ways. 
 
A Legacy Gift 
Donors give legacy gifts from end of life accumulated assets rather than from monthly or annual income. 
 
Types of Legacy Gifts 
Legacy gifts include bequests in wills, charitable gift annuities, assignment of life insurance and transfer of other types of 
property such as cash, stock, bonds and real estate. 
 
Importance of Legacy Gifts 
Legacy gifts extend and enhance both the present and future mission of McClure United Church. They will enable the 
congregation to meet needs which is in keeping with McClure’s calling to be an outreach church caring for others in our 
community and our world. 
 
Allocation of Legacy Gifts 
The McClure Board has approved the following allocation formula for the allocation of undesignated legacy gifts: 
• 35% toward the church mortgage until the mortgage is paid off, then to a building fund until it reaches $500,000, then this 
portion will be directed to the endowment fund. 
• 35% toward an endowment that will serve people and the ministry and mission of McClure 
• 30% to outreach projects that will be carefully planned, identified and selected to fulfill McClure’s outreach mission 
 
Consider Leaving a Legacy Gift 
It is never too early in life to consider planning for a legacy gift to the church. The provisions for your legacy gift need to be well 
planned and executed. You are encouraged to contact any member of the McClure United Church Legacy Giving Committee 
for advice on how to proceed. 
 
A Statement of Faith 
The disposition of our accumulated assets at death can be a powerful statement, a statement that we are grateful to God for 
the blessings of our lifetime. We have witnessed first hand the ministry and mission of the McClure congregation. This ministry 
feeds us and our families spiritually and through special projects improves the lives of those in our local community and 
beyond. To continue and build upon these ministries for the good of God’s people, we encourage members of the 
congregation to consider a legacy gift.. 
 

Please contact the McClure United Church office for the names of Committee members who can assist you in the process 
. 
Whatever gift each of you may have received, use it in service to one another, like good stewards dispensing the gra ce of God 

in its varied forms.   1 Peter 4:10 
 
 

Legacy Giving 
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McClure Place Happenings 

“To enrich the lives of McClure Place Residents by providing support and service” 

Annual flu immunizations and covid boosters were given to residents on October 28th & 29th.  Thank you to our nurse Nicole 
and the pharmacist. 
Wednesday Wellness presentations following morning coffee time included information speakers on MAID (medical 
assistance on dying), blood sugars, walker maintenance, physio fall protection & stretching, and a lung association speaker. 
Residents attended a Remembrance Day service in the Sanctuary on November 11th.   Tributes by Irma K and Deb E were given 
to Indigenous people who signed up to serve in the war, with special mention of well known aboriginal Greyeyes.  Dave Cross 
read soldier John McCrae’s Flanders Fields which led into a one minute silence and Reveille by trumpet recording.  Shirley 
Blackburn led the McClure Place Choristers in singing two hymns.  Following the service, the choir led us all by singing popular 
wartime songs. 

1. Residents appreciate the new cement sidewalks and improved outdoor sitting area; all looks very nice. 
2. Knitters are busy knitting items to donate to schools and charities. 
3. CARG fabric heart cut-outs have been completed and sent to the next volunteer group for sewing. 
4. Floor curlers are signing up for participation in January & February. 

Decorating Day is November 20th.  We will put up a newer tree (kindly donated by Darlene Goodwillie) in the front entrance.  
Festive decorations will be hung there as well as in the hospitality room & various places.  Also, residents will try for a “light ‘em 
up” night for balcony Christmas lights on November 30th.  The lights on our tall building will remain turned on during the 
Christmas season for the community to enjoy.  
The Grey Cup!!  Thirty-three residents enjoyed a Chinese food supper cooked by our kitchen staff.   We all rejoiced when Sask 
Roughriders won!   Half the pool tickets proceeds went to the winners, the other half to the Van Fund. 
Eleanor Elliott  

Mcclure Place  

 

Love Your Neighbour 
As the cold and flu season returns to our church community, 

please be aware that some simple efforts can keep us all well. 
 Wash your hands 
 Use hand sanitizer 
 Wear a mask if you feel comfortable. 

Although we love seeing you at church,  
• if you are sick, please stay at home. 

Let’s try to keep all our church family and neighbours  
healthy and happy! 
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Sheila Krueger – Editor  
Got important info for the  

McClure Newsletter?    
Feedback? Ideas? 

 
Please e-mail newsletter submissions directly 

to eskrueger@sasktel.net  

February Newsletter Deadline:  
January  25th, 2026 

Ministry Team 
Rev. Debra Berg 
debra.b@shaw.ca   

 
Rev. Emily Carr  

ecarr@mcclureunitedchurch.org  
 

Administrative Assistant 
Data Entry Clerk 

Arron Bahry 
 

Music Coordinator 
Shirley Blackburn 

Pianist 
Elin Sletmoen 

MCCLURE UNITED CHURCH 
306-373-1753 

www.mcclureunitedchurch.org   
www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/   

 

4025 Taylor Street East 
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5N7 
Phone: (306) 373-1753 

Email: mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca  

Newsletter Format Options:   
Our monthly newsletter is available at the church 
website & it’s also emailed directly to everyone on the 
email list.  

But, if you prefer to receive a paper copy or you need to 
update your email/contact info, please contact the 
office at: 

306-373-1753 or mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca  

Back page 

 
Information for the Finance office of McClure: 

New Email Addresses: 
Finance Office, McClure United Church  
Email: finance@mcclureunitedchurch.org 

To e-transfer contributions: 
Email: donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org 

To e-transfer payments: 
Email: payments@mcclureunitedchurch.org 

 

mailto:eskrueger@sasktel.net
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:ecarr@mcclureunitedchurch.org
http://www.mcclureunitedchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:finance@mcclureunitedchurch.org
mailto:donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org
mailto:payments@mcclureunitedchurch.org


December 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1  
4 PM Forever In  
Motion 
6:45 PM McClure 
Players 

2 
7 PM Outreach  
Committee Meeting 
 
 
 

3 
10 AM Congregational 
Care Committee 
Meeting 
10:30 AM Advent 
Morning Coffee 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 

4 
9:15 AM Good News 
in the Morning 
1:30 PM McClure 
Quilters  
4 PM Forever In  
Motion 
 

5 
1 PM Art Together 

6 
1 PM X-Mas Kids 
Club 

7 Advent II Peace 
8:30 AM Men’s  
Breakfast 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship and  
Rainbow Village  
7 PM Blue Christmas 
 

8  
4 PM Forever In  
Motion 
6:45 PM McClure 
Players 

9  
 

10  
10:30 AM Advent 
Morning Coffee 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 

11  
9:15 AM Good News 
in the Morning 
1:30 PM McClure 
Quilters  
3 PM Property  
Committee Meeting  
4 PM Forever In  
Motion 

12 
1 PM Art Together 

13 
10 AM Rehearsal for 
Cantata 

14 Advent III Joy 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship with Cantata 
and Rainbow Village  

15 
 

16 
 

17 
10:30 AM Advent 
Morning Coffee 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 

18 
9:15 AM Good News 
in the Morning 
11:30 PM Worship 
Committee Meeting  
4 PM Forever In  
Motion 

19 
 

20 
 

21 Advent IV Love 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship and  
Rainbow Village  

22 
 
 

23 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
6:30 PM Choir  
Practice 
7 PM Christmas Eve 
Worship Service 
10 PM Christmas Eve 
Worship Service 

25 Christmas 

 

 

 

 

26  

 

27 

 

28 Joy Sunday 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship  

29 
 

30  
 

31 New Year’s Eve  



January 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 1 New Year’s Day 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 Epiphany 
8:30 AM Men’s  
Breakfast 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship  

5  
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
6:45 PM McClure 
Players 
 
 

6  
7 PM Outreach  
Committee Meeting 
 
 
 

7  
10 AM Congregational 
Care Meeting 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 

8  
1:30 PM Quilting 
Group 
3:00 PM Property 
Committee Meeting 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
7 PM M&P Committee 
Meeting 

9  
1 PM Art Together 

10 
8 AM Women’s  
Gathering 
8 AM Men’s  
Gathering 
12:30 PM McClure 
Players 

11  
10 AM Sunday  
Worship and  
Rainbow Village 

12 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
6:45 PM McClure 
Players 

13 
 

14 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 

15 
9:15 AM Good News 
in the Morning 
11:30 AM Worship 
Committee Meeting 
1:30 PM Quilting 
Group 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 

16 
1 PM Art Together 
6 PM Young Adult  
Supper 

17 
11 AM Seekers  
Saturday 
12:30 PM McClure 
Players 

18 Muffins for  
Wildwood 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship and  
Rainbow Village 
 

19 Muffins for  
Wildwood 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
6:45 PM McClure 
Players 

20 
 

21 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 

22 
9:15 AM Good News 
in the Morning 
1:30 PM Quilting 
Group 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
 

23 
1 PM Art Together 

24 
12:30 PM McClure 
Players 

25 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship and  
Rainbow Village 
5 PM Deadline for 
February Newsletter  
Submissions 
 

26 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
6:45 PM McClure 
Players 
 
 

27 
7 PM Board Meeting 

28 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 
 
 
 

29 
9:15 AM Good News 
in the Morning 
1:30 PM Quilting 
Group 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
 

30 
1 PM Art Together 
6:30 PM Family Fun 
Night 

31 
12:30 PM McClure 
Players 


	l Music Encore
	Saturday May 6

	Soul Music Encore
	Saturday May 6


