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I like Nadia Bolz-Weber’s prayers, they feel down to earth and authentic.  This prayer seemed to make a good deal of sense to 
me this week.   
 
News coming out of Minneapolis is horrific.  Aleix Pretti, an ICU nurse, was killed by ICE agents as he attempted to help a woman 
who had been pushed to the ground.  At the same time ministry colleagues in the United States have been asked by their 
church leadership to get their affairs in order and they have.  Many of these colleagues traveled to Minneapolis this past 
weekend to put themselves between the vulnerable and ICE agents.  Numerous clergy  have been arrested.  To my mind they 
have embodied the gospel and made visible God’s call to “love your neighbour”.   
 
 I have been listening and watching these events while I have been passing on my ministry responsibilities, cleaning up my desk, 
and getting ready for sabbatical time.  And it feels somehow rather selfish.  So many are doing so much and I am powering 
down and getting ready to rest.  
 
Do you ever feel guilty when you see family, friends or colleagues out there doing good things while you are indulging in a 
second cup of coffee, a good book or a Hallmark movie?  
 
The only thing that brings me comfort, as I prepare to rest, is that there are stories in the Bible that tell of God resting and Jesus 
resting, and the disciples resting.  Perhaps it is okay to do what I can, when I can, and to rest when I get a chance. To do, as Nadia 
suggests in her prayer, to do what is mine to do and rest afterwards.  
 
Perhaps this is a time to pray the prayers that are on our hearts, that seem simple but are authentic.  Perhaps it is okay to rest 
and to pray that God will, when the time is right, show us what is ours to do again.  Perhaps this is a time to pay attention to that 
which is worthy of our attention and to ready ourselves for the work that is ours to do.   
 
Take time to pray and rest my friends.  
Peace,  
Debra 

 
Rev. Debra’s Sabbatical February 1, 2026 – June 2026. 
Return to work date, following holidays, is July 27, 2026. 

 

Do What Is Mine To Do And Rest Afterwards 
 

Dear God, 
All I can think to say this morning, is please guide my attention to that which is worthy of it. 
When I am overwhelmed by everything that has to get fixed in this broken-down world, show 
me what is MINE to do then please give me the strength to do it and the humility to rest 
afterwards. 
Open my eyes to behold that which is hopeful and lovely and to know that the terrifying and 
malicious will always be there and that looking away for a moment is not callus, it’s calculating. 
 
Guide my attention to that which is worthy of it: making art, cooking food, loving people, 
noticing birds, petting dogs, contacting friends, and doing the work that is mine to do. 
And when I am scrolling through meaningless videos, once again wasting more precious 
moments on this Earth than I realize, snap me out of it, Lord and help me just go for a walk or 
something. 
In your holy name, Amen. 
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Looking Back, Going Forward 
Happy New Year to McClure families and friends!  We sincerely hope you all had a wonderful Christmas celebration with 
loved ones.  The Christmas season seems to pass so quickly and now here we are in January of a new year.   
 
As we look back over the 2025 McClure Church year, we remember so many wonderful events planned by the folks on 
committees. The Church Board sincerely thanks all those who work hard to make things happen here.   
 
We have also had our challenges, such as several property issues, including our sink hole in the parking lot, the leaks in our 
library, the roof and of course our bathrooms.  These have been costly for us. The property committee and the Board are 
trying to see our way through these expenses.  
 
Many other issues have come up at 2025 Board meetings to discuss and make decisions about. For example: preparing for a 
dinner theatre, financing a refugee family’s arrival, discussing funeral policies, welcoming back the turkey supper, and of 
course trying to balance budgets.  
 
However, just as the New Year allows us to look back, it also encourages us to go forward. And so deliberations begin 
involving many exciting events for 2026. Some of these events include providing a welcoming environment for two theatre 
productions at McClure, being patient with contractors as they continue their work on our beautiful building, renting spaces in 
our facility to produce some financial benefits, refurbishing the nursery, and of course trying to balance budgets. McClure 
folks can look to the year ahead with excitement and positivity. 
 
Don’t forget that the Congregational meeting on February 22 , gives you an opportunity to hear about the 
Board’s efforts with the budget for the New Year. Although 2025 had some challenges, we remain confident that going 
forward, we will always find a way to make things work for our wonderful church family. Hope to see you there. 
 

Heather Muirhead - Co-chair of the Board  

 

 

Did you know the Board has approved that some of a wonderful Legacy gift to the church, will fund a 
refurbishing of the Nursery?  Outreach has accepted this challenge to plan and begin the work.  There 

are many “early childhood education” people on the committee and we look forward to the project. We will take a few 
months to discuss what needs to be done to update and re-energize the nursery space.  This should be exciting !  We will 
keep you posted. 

  

News from the Mcclure Church Board  

 

Holding you gently in prayer...  
All who have experienced grief & loss in its many forms 
 
Family and friends of Glenn Reeve  
Family and friends of Dorcas Hayes 
Sharon & Brent Hutchison upon the death of Sharon’s brother-in-law, Ron Silvernagle 
Terry Clark and family upon the death of her mother, Joyce Reid  

In loving sympathy    

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You     
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Thank You McClure from Wildwood School! 
 

You fit into our motto “A Caring Place to Be” 
Christmas, 2025 
 

It is with tremendous gratitude that we send this note of thanks on behalf 
of the Wildwood School community. Because of your amazing generosity, 
17 families were able to come “shopping” for food and presents which 
were received by over 40 of our students!  
 

Comments from the families were filled with relief and tremendous 
appreciation for the significant boost that they received in what “can” be a 
very stressful month for many families. 
Thank you all!! 
The beautiful knitting of toques and mittens have helped many students 
stay warm at recess- you are such a talented bunch! It is so heartwarming 
to have this wonderful partnership with all of you.  
 

We are truly grateful!! You fit into our motto “A Caring place to be” and we 
look forward to our continued friendship. 
 

Sincerely, Jody Glines 
Principal 
Wildwood School 

 
 

  

Warm Muffins 
on a Cold 

January Day 
 

 
This is what 78 dozen 
muffins and a box of 
homemade jam, looks like 
before delivery to Wildwood 
School on a very cold January 
morning.   

If you do the math, that’s 936 
muffins.  

To say the least, Mr.Glines 
and his admin assistant were 
amazed by our response!!  

They did have a near empty 
freezer and were loading it up 
to feed some hungry kids in 
the mornings.   

Thank you so much McClure.  

Please see their note of 
response.   
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A Big McClure Thank-you 
Oliver Lodge is a special care home that began in 1949 with the help of United churches in Saskatoon.  Today the Lodge offers 
long term care for 139 residents and still has the support of United churches.   
  We would like to thank Jim Blackburn for being our representative on the Oliver Lodge Board and Nada Ritchie for her work 
with the Oliver Lodge Women’s Auxiliary.  Both of them have offered many volunteer hours over the years and now they are 
retiring.  A sincere thank you to these hard-working individuals.   
  If you might be interested in helping represent us at Oliver Lodge, please let the church office know.  We welcome new 
volunteers for this opportunity. 
 
Way to Go McClure 
On Christmas Eve, the offering was given equally  
to Friendship Inn and the Food Bank.   
The total collection was$2583.   
That’s $ 1291.50 for each organization.  
 Such generous giving.  Well done McClure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
  

Volunteers Needed      

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
The Annual Book and Puzzle Sale will take place on 

Saturday, April 25th! 
Announcements about donating books and volunteer 

opportunities will be announced closer to the date!! 
 

Opportunities to serve 
through worship  

 
1. Lighting the Christ Candle  

sign-up sheet in the hall.  
2. Reading Scripture  

to be put on the reader list.  
3. Write and offer the Pastoral Prayer.   
4. Bring flowers to enhance worship space 

sign-up sheet in the hall.  
5. Sing in the choir  

Rehearsal Wednesday evening 7:30.  
6. Greeting and bringing the offering 

forward. 
 

Thank You     

 

AMY MCCLURE HOUSE 

Amy McClure House is a care facility that is attached to 
McClure United Church.   

Volunteers serve breakfast at Amy’s at 8:00 each morning.  
Usually, we are done by 9:30 at the latest.  We try to slot you 
in once a week if that works for you. 

We are always looking for new volunteers. If you would like to 
join the team, we would be glad to have you. You would not 
be on your own until you are comfortable in doing so.  Let me 
warn you, once you have a chance to spend time with the 
wonderful folks at Amy’s you will be hooked. 

If you are interested, please call Carol Claypool at 306-664-
2285 or email at cclpool@sasktel.net.   

 

mailto:cclpool@sasktel.net
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Ministry with Children – 
Rainbow Village Sunday 

Morning. 
 

Eden Polischuk is our beloved 
Rainbow Village leader.  
 
Eden has a B.Ed degree and a heart for 
kiddos.  Thank you for trusting us to 
teach and learn with your children.   
 

 

Men’s Saturday Gathering  
McClure men and friends also gather  
on Saturday mornings once a month.   

Please join us!   
Next gathering  

February 21 - 8:00 am 
Next gatherings: Mar 21 – Apr 18 – May 16 - June 20 

 

 
Women’s Saturday Morning Gathering  

McClure women and friends are invited to 
a Saturday Morning gathering which provides 
opportunities for deep connection, interesting 

conversation and loads of fun. 
 

Next Gathering - February 21 @8am 
 

Next gatherings:  
Mar 21 – Apr 18 – May 16 - June 20 

 

Family Fun Night  
March 20, 2026. Easter time.    
 
Our family fun night begins with a simple 
supper, a brief worship (10min) then we have 
some fun. . Come if you are single or a 
double, younger or wiser.   
Watch for sign up sheets in the lobby a 
couple weeks before the event or email 
Cailey – cailey.mcculloch@gmail.com  
by noon March 18.  Supper by donation.  
 
 

FAMILY MINISTRY 
Milestone Moments are on the McClure 
website under media and resources. 
 

A “Cold Weather Moment” is up 
on the Website now.   

Milestone Moments are a 
resource to help Parents and 
Grandparents nurture the spiritual life of 
children.  Milestone moments are short, 
5min. moments that encourage a 
thoughtful conversation, a word about 
God, a possible act of service and a 
prayer.  Keep an eye on the website and 
the welcome rack near the office for the 
new postings.   
 

Nursery 
The nursery Is open and well equipped.  There is a TV for viewing 
worship, loads of toys and a comfy rocker.  Please remember 
babies and toddlers are very welcome in the worship space and 
the nursery is for your convenience when needed 

 

 

 
 

February Tech Time!!  
Do you have skills you want to learn on your personal 
laptops, smart phones or other devices?  
On Wednesday, February 25th 
Eden will be hosting a Tech Time to 
answer questions people have about 
their devices, help resolve individual technical 
issues, and host a meaningful discussion about problems 
around Artificial Intelligence (AI).  
 
Come learn some tips on how to spot an AI materialists 
online and in the world around you.  
 
Tech Time will start about 1:00 pm on 
Wednesday, February 25th in the Craft Room! It 
will feature a 10-15 minute AI workshop and then be 
open for tutorials and personal questions/help.  
 
Please bring your portable devices!  
Do you have burning questions you want to bring into 
the workshop?  
There will be a box in the McClure Foyer for you to ask 
questions or make request two weeks prior to the 
workshop. This will allow Eden to research and prepare 
for more complex technical issues.  
 

       
           

 
           
        

 

Staying Connected      
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Refugee Update: 
The Ebrahimi family, who arrived in Saskatoon in October, visited 

McClure on Sunday, January 11. They really appreciate the support of 
the McClure community and the opportunity to start a new life in 
Canada.  
 
The family brought a number of snacks which were enjoyed after 
the service and a beautiful rug they gifted to McClure. They are 
acclimating well to life in Canada, and receiving extensive 

support from local relatives and the Saskatoon Afghan 
community.  

 
Thank you everyone for your support of the Refugee Committee and 

our work. You make new beginnings like this possible. We are currently 
looking for some single bed frames for the family, if you have one you might 
like to donate, please email Joel (joelwreid@gmail.com). 

 

We Dig In to Help 
   For the past two years in December, Outreach has sold greeting cards made by the clients of Crocus Coop in 

Saskatoon.  Crocus Coop is a center that helps people with mental health disabilities. This year McClure folks 
spent $425 buying these unique and meaningful cards and this money has been passed on to Crocus Coop to be 
used for a variety of their projects.   One of the ways Crocus Coop helps their clientele is through their Transitional 
Employment program. This program gives members the opportunity to get into the workforce through activities 
such as, snow removal, yard clean up, and window washing.  

However, in the summer of 2025, a storage unit holding many of 
the tools for these programs burned down. Crocus Coop’s 
supply of tools such as shovels, rakes, hoes, buckets, was destroyed.  
So this brings us to our new  

February Outreach Event: Dig in to Help.!! 
For every $20 donated at the church office towards Crocus Coop 
purchase of new tools and equipment, we will hang a small, play 
shovel in the trees out front of the church.  
 
You can donate with cash, cheque, or e transfer, but indicate your donation is for 
Crocus Coop. Will you help us fill our trees with a reminder of our support for 
folks in our community who rely on Crocus Coop? 

outreach      

 

mailto:joelwreid@gmail.com
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Sunday February 15th –  
Transfiguration Sunday with Communion  

(Please bring back last year's palms to burn for the beginning of Lent)  

 

Wednesday February 18th 10:00am –  

ASH WEDNESDAY  

Beginning of Lent  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration for summer programs for youth ages 7-16 is now open 

 
  Early Bird pricing is on until Feb 1 and saves $25 off of your camper's fee.  

Camp Tapawingo is a United Church overnight summer camp located at beautiful Candle Lake.  Sign your 
young person up for a week out in nature, where opportunities to develop skills off of screens and social media in an inclusive 
and welcoming space that encourages fun, friendship and life-changing experiences. Head to www.camptapawingo.net  
 

Worship 

 

http://www.camptapawingo.net/
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A BRIEF UPDATE FROM MCCLURE PLACE 
Prepared by Jim Kells for the February 2026 McClure newsletter 

McClure Place Association Inc. is the legal entity whose governance Board oversees the operations at McClure Place Tower and 
Amy McClure House.  It was established in conjunction with the construction of McClure United Church, both of which opened 
in 1989.  In short, these two seniors’ living accommodations are considered to be a McClure Church outreach project.  

 The Board comprises of 12 members when ‘full’ (the minimum requirement is seven members), with members having terms 
of three years that are renewable for a second three-year term.  The Board year runs from June through May.  In most years, 
there is some turnover of Board members, and this year is no exception.   

Efforts are made to have a diversity of talents on the Board so as to reflect the work needs of the Board, including folks with 
backgrounds and/or experience in finance/accounting, social work, health care, facility maintenance, and the like.  An Executive 
Director, which is currently Lisa White, is in charge of the day-to-day facility operations, including staffing, budget preparation 
and oversight, kitchen operations, building maintenance, and so on. 

If you would like to consider joining the McClure Place Association Board, and you would like a bit more detail as to 
requirements and/or expectations of Board members, please feel free to contact the current Board Chair, Jim Kells, at 
Jim.Kells@usask.ca (email) or 306-229-8629 (mobile).  He would be most pleased to provide you with more information and 
answer any questions you might have.  Of course, if you know any of the current Board members, you could also speak with 
them for some insightful comments.  Your consideration of this matter will be appreciated! 

 

 

McClure Place Happenings  
“To enrich the lives of McClure Place Residents by providing support and service” 

December was a busy month with numerous functions:  
 1. A bake/craft sale plus silent auction was held.  Some donations to the silent auction by non-residents (ie Wave 
Reviews) added to our proceeds which went to the Activities Committee and the Van Fund.  
2. We enjoyed a Choristers Christmas Concert complete with coffee/tea & Christmas goodies.  
3. Van Drivers drove residents to the Festival of Trees, the Holiday Light Tour and two trips to the Fireside Singers 
Concerts.  
4. Our residents were very generous with a December donation $1,480 to the Saskatoon Food Bank.   
5.We enjoyed a turkey Banquet with all the trimmings mid December followed by live musical local entertainment.  
6. For New Years Eve there was a Bingo party in the Hospitality Room . 

 
On to January 2026:  Floor curling began January 4th; many residents signed up to make 9 teams which curl twice a week.  Mid 
month, a musical concert by Martin Janovsky and Trevor Wingerter was well attended.  This was a fund raiser for the Activities 
Committee and the Van Fund.   Following the show, coffee, tea & cupcakes were served in a social setting.    
 
A very interesting presentation was given this week by a nurse who works on Orthopedic (bone) surgery at City Hospital.   She 
had received a government grant to buy/use a 3D printer that makes helpful gadgets for people with arthritic limitations.  She 
brought with her and gave away many helpful gadgets for arthritic hands, ie: shirt button helpers, jar openers, yarn tension 
rings, etc. 
A Robbie Burns social was held recently in the sanctuary, complete with shortbread, tea & coffee.  Several residents wore 
tartan apparel.  Following a bit of history by emcee Irma Kittleson, the Choristers led by Shirley Blackburn, entertained us with 
several well known Scottish melodies. 
 
Eleanor Elliott 

Mcclure Place residents 

 

Mcclure Place Association 
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MCCLURE UNITED CHURCH 
306-373-1753 

www.mcclureunitedchurch.org 
www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/ 

 

4025 Taylor Street East 
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5N7 
Phone: (306) 373-1753 

Email: mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

 

 

Ministry Team 
Rev. Debra Berg 
debra.b@shaw.ca  

 
Rev. Emily Carr  

ecarr@mcclureunitedchurch.org  
 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Data Entry Clerk 

Arron Bahry 
 

Music Coordinator 
Shirley Blackburn 

 
Pianist 

Elin Sletmoen 

Sheila Krueger – Editor  
Got important info for the  

McClure Newsletter?    
Feedback? Ideas? 

 
Please e-mail newsletter submissions directly 

to eskrueger@sasktel.net 

March Newsletter Deadline:  
February 22, 2026 

Newsletter Format Options:   
Our monthly newsletter is available at the church website & it’s 
also emailed directly to everyone on the email list.  

But, if you prefer to receive a paper copy or you need to update 
your email/contact info, please contact the office at: 

306-373-1753 or mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

To support the Life and Work of the 
Church financially: 

• Pre-Authorized Remittance PAR  
can be set up by calling the office 306-
373-1753. 

• E- transfers are welcome by contacting 
donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org 

• Donations can be made through the 
website using  
Canada Help -go to the webpage and 
click on the donate button. (Note: 
Canada Help takes a fee and therefore 
McClure does not get 100% of your 
donation if you use this method) 
 

Envelopes are available through the Church 
office 306-373-1753  

 

 

Back page 

 

http://www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:ecarr@mcclureunitedchurch.org
mailto:eskrueger@sasktel.net
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org


February 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  

8:30 AM Men’s  

Breakfast 

10 AM Sunday  

Worship and  

Rainbow Village 

 

2  

4 PM Forever in  

Motion 

6:45 PM McClure 

Players 

3 

7 PM Outreach  

Committee Meeting 

4 
10 AM Congregational 

Care Committee  

Meeting 

7:30 PM Choir  

Practice 

5 
9:15 AM Good News in 

the Morning 

1:30 PM Quilting Group 

4 PM Forever in Motion 

 

6 

1 PM Art Together 

7 

12:30 PM McClure 

Players 

8 

10 AM Sunday  

Worship and  

Rainbow Village 

 

9 

4 PM Forever in  

Motion 

6:45 PM McClure 

Players 

10 

 

11 

7:30 PM Choir  

Practice 

12 

9:15 AM Good News in 

the Morning 

1:30 PM Quilting Group 

3 PM Property  

Committee Meeting 

4 PM Forever in Motion 

13 

1 PM Art Together 

7 PM McClure 

Players 

14 Valentine’s Day 

 

15  

10 AM Sunday  

Worship and  

Rainbow Village 

 

16 

8 AM McClure Players 

4 PM Forever in  

Motion 

 

17 

 

18 Ash Wednesday 

10 AM Worship  

7 PM M&P Committee 

Meeting 

7:30 PM Choir  

Practice 

19 

9:15 AM Good News in 

the Morning 

11:30 AM Worship 

Committee Meeting 

1:30 PM Quilting Group 

4 PM Forever in Motion 

20 

1 PM Art Together 

7 PM McClure 

Players 

21 

8 AM Men’s Gathering 

8 AM Women’s  

Gathering 

12:30 PM McClure 

Players 

22 Congregational 

Meeting 

10 AM Sunday  

Worship and  

Rainbow Village 

11 AM Congregational 

Meeting 

5 PM March 

Newsletter Deadline 

23 

4 PM Forever in  

Motion 

 

 

24  

7 PM Board Meeting 

25 

1 PM Tech Time 

7:30 PM Choir  

Practice 

  

26 

8 AM McClure Players 

9:15 AM Good News in 

the Morning 

1:30 PM Quilting Group 

4 PM Forever in Motion 

27 

8 AM McClure  

Players 

1 PM Art Together 

 

 

28 

8 AM McClure Players 

    

 

 

We Dig in to Help Crocus Coop—February 1-28 

McClure Players Nunsense Ticket Phone line 306-373-9891—from February 2 until tickets are sold out 


	l Music Encore
	Saturday May 6

	Soul Music Encore
	Saturday May 6

	A brief update from McClure Place

