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This story epitomizes what I believe to be true. That when we connect with one another, God is found in the midst. 
 
I spent a significant amount of time studying in the area of family ministries while on sabbatical.  Family ministry is a way of 
thinking about how we are church together.  Family ministry proponents remind us that we grow in faith when all 
generations are together, asking questions, hearing stories, praying and playing together.   
 
Regardless of our age, just as the story above expresses, we need each other to grow in our understanding of who God is and 
what our faith means.  It is my hope, that this fall we will together experience the joy our God and grow together in faith.  
 
 
As we move into September and we welcome the younger generation back from summer vacation let us give thanks for the 
gifts that young, old and in-between bring to McClure Church.  We are all part of the family of God and we need each 
other. 
Debra 

 

ALL GENERATIONS TOGETHER 
 

The following story is one of my favorites.  I first found this story in a book by 
Margaret Silf, 100 Hundred More Wisdom Stories, the story itself is called Finding 
God and original author is unknown. 
 

One day a little boy decided to go and look for God. He set off after breakfast 
and headed for the nearby park. He was only a small boy, with short legs, and 
by the time he reached the park it was time for a snack. He sat down on a 
bench and got out his sandwiches and lemonade. Soon an elderly lady came 
and sat down on the bench beside him. She looked tired, and the little boy was 
sorry for her and offered her some of his lunch. She accepted his kindness with 
a grateful smile. 
After lunch the two of them sat on the bench and chatted together. The boy 
told the woman about his family and his school and his hopes and dreams for 
the future, and the more he told her, the younger the woman felt, and the more 
inspired and energized.  She, in her turn listened to his story with a loving, 
knowing smile, and told him a few stories of her own. 
When the little boy got back home, his mother asked him, “So did you find 
God?”  “Oh yes,” he replied without hesitation. “And she has the most amazing 
smile.”   
And that evening the old lady told her husband of her day's encounter. “I met 
God in the park today,” she said, “and he's much younger than I expected.” 
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From time to time, I receive letters from people who read our newsletter and feel that it helps to keep them in touch with 
McClure.   This is a letter from Rev. Don Johns who served in ministry at McClure from 1967 – 1973 and helped set the ethos  
of this congregation.  Don and Carolyn live in Ontario.  Sheila Krueger 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holding you gently in prayer...  
 
All who have experienced grief & loss in its many forms 
 
Family and friends of Doreen Henchel 
Family and friends of Rev. Joan Brown 

In loving sympathy    

 

 

 

 

 
Newsletter Fan Mail  
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A favourite book that I read this summer contained a quote by Vincent Van Gogh:  
“I always think that the best way to know God is to love many things.” 

 
The summer season provided opportunities to love our families, friends, homes gardens, and cottages, gatherings such as 
graduations, weddings, family reunions, outdoor cooking, holiday times, travel, gardening, fireworks, painting, cleaning, renovating, 
etc. etc.  
The McClure Church Board is thankful to those who attended to several projects over the summer months: 

• Several places in the building have had a paint re-fresh thanks to the Summer Students. Carolynn Drabble provided 
leadership in getting storage areas sorted and cleaned this summer. Thanks to all the volunteers who assisted Carolynn. 

• The Task Force members have met on three occasions this summer, and we appreciate the visionary work that is being 
done by this Think Tank to create recommendations concerning the future of McClure United Church within the next 3-5 
years. 

• The Community of Faith Profile narrative was updated by Sheila Krueger, as well as the preparation and compiling of the 
Congregational Survey that was done in June. We sincerely appreciate and thank Sheila for her many volunteer hours that 
were put into these two documents. (A summary of the information gathered in the survey is found in this newsletter.) 

• In June, a motion was made to conduct a Reserve Fund Study in the Fall of 2026. 
• The Library Renovation project is in the process of receiving quotes. 
• Committees are reviewing Policies and Terms of Reference. 

We welcomed Rev. Debra Berg back to her Ministry on August 9th, following her time away on Sabbatical. 
Our McClure building continues to be a sought-after location for meetings and events, with many rentals being booked for 2026-
2027 and further into the future. 
The Community Engagement Position has not been filled yet, as of the time of writing.  
On Sunday, September 13 (9:30 am - 11:30 am) there will be a “Fill the Bins” at McClure Church for the Saskatoon Food Bank. 
This is a project of the Saskatoon United Churches’ Cluster.  
Also on Sunday, September 13, a Committee Fair will be held in the Church Lobby/Narthex following the church service. Please 
consider volunteering to serve on a committee. 

 “If you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito.” – Dalai Lama 
September 30 is National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 
Auditions have been held for “A Christmas Carol”. Please watch for in-person ticket sales in the Newsletter and  Sunday 
Announcements, and support our McClure Players!  

The McClure Church Boa rd congratulates: 
Arron Bahry who recently accepted the position of Finance Administrator. 

Eden Polischuk who recently accepted the position of Administrative Assistant. 
Your McClure Church Board looks forward to the 2026-2027 year and the exciting possibilities for our congregation. 
Co-chair: Joy McFarlane-Burton 
 

 
Congregational Survey:   (this is a word cloud of the things people found meaningful in worship)  

Thank You to all who contributed to the request for feedback 
via the survey.    
One hundred and forty-one (141) members of our faith 
community completed an online survey.  As a result, we know 
that people seek strong, relevant worship leadership including 
sermons that reflect current life and music that feeds the soul.    
Most look for meaningful celebrations like Christmas and 
Easter and find other worship opportunities like Blue Christmas 
helpful in addressing pastoral needs.  

 Pastoral Care is vital especially as we are an aging congregation.  The work of volunteers is needed for community 
outreach and to enhance connection and spiritual growth.  There is a high value placed on the sense of community and 
church as family.  Many suggestions were given to address our financial concerns and at least half of respondents were 
in favour of increasing their donations to address specific request for financial support.   
Most people felt that we need at least one full time and one half-time minister to continue our mission as a community 
of faith.   

News from the Mcclure Church Board  

 

Congregational survey  
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McClure Players presents A Christmas Carol the Musical 
We have finished up our auditions for A Christmas Carol the Musical, although we are still looking for a couple more people to play 
male presenting characters in our ensemble so if you know anyone who likes to sing and would like to give it a try, please contact 
Kristie Elliott at elliott.kristie@gmail.com.  

The curtain goes up (figuratively) for dinner theatre on Nov 26th, 27th and 28th and there will be afternoon matinees (show 
only) on Nov 28th and 29th)  

If you are not familiar with the story, Ebenezer Scrooge is a prosperous 
curmudgeon who believes that personal wealth is far more valuable 
than the happiness and comfort of others. With an infuriated "Bah! 
Humbug!" Scrooge summates his feelings of Christmas tidings and 
charitable giving, but he's forced to face his selfish ways when three 
ghosts on Christmas Eve lead him through his Past, Present and Future.  

Thanks to their guidance, Scrooge recognizes his faults and greets 
Christmas morning with a cheerful "Happy Christmas" before spending 
the day reconnecting and sharing love with those that mean the most 
to him. 

Tickets will be on sale after church in the church foyer on Sept 27th 
and Oct 4th. Dinner theatre tickets are $60 and matinee tickets are 
$30 each. Just a little insider tip- typically the Friday and Saturday 
evening dinner theatre are the tickets that are the most popular for 
people who have to work or go to school on Fridays, so if you are 
someone who can attend on Thursday evening, you may be able to get 
a better choice of seat and a better view! 

Elaine Reinhart 
Executive Director 
McClure Players 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McClure Quilting Group 

Will resume meeting weekly on 
Thursday, September 10th at 1:30 
pm 
 
We make smaller quilts (often 
lapsize) out of donated fabric.  
These quilts are then donated to 
various charities.   
Donations of batting and flannel 
fabric are especially appreciated.  
 

mailto:elliott.kristie@gmail.com
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MEALS ON WHEELS 
McClure delivers Meals on Wheels to shut-ins every Friday. 
Meals are picked up at Preston Care Home across from Market Mall. They are picked up at 11:15 a.m. 
and it typically takes about one hour to deliver. 

 
Right now, the volunteers are delivering about once a month. More volunteers would mean you 
would deliver less often. We would have you go with someone for the first time or two to find out 
how the process works. 

If this is something that you feel you would be interested in,  
please call Holly Knuttila at 306.227.0835 or email holly.knuttila@shaw.ca  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
is not holding a Fall Dance and Basket Auction 
this year,  
 
but watch for many other Outreach opportunities as 
Advent and Christmas approaches.   
 
We will have a Spring event this year, perhaps a 
Dance or Talent Show!   
More details to follow in the New Year! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

”FILL THE BINS” SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 13TH   9:30-11:30. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE SASKATOON 
FOOD BANK 

WITH DONATIONS OF NON-
PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS. 

THIS IS A PROJECT OF THE SASKATOON 

UNITED CHURCHES. 
 

Outreach committee 

 

The National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation 
 
Orange Shirt Day  
September 30th 

A day to honour indigenous children who 
were sent to residential schools in Canada 
and to remind us that “Every Child Matters”. 

mailto:holly.knuttila@shaw.ca
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Summer programming at Camp Tapawingo will soon be coming to a close.  
We saw 329 campers this summer, up from 232 last year! From our youngest group of 7-9-year-olds to our senior campers aged 
15-16, we built community, deep friendships and amazing memories each week.  
McClure church has been an amazing supporter of this outdoor children’s ministry over the past few years, from the proceeds of 
the hot dog lunch at Camp Sunday, to having us raise money by doing the concession at the craft show and Rob Lavender’s 
amazing donation of the wooden dove craft we did this summer.  
 
Having been involved with camp for almost 50 years now, it’s extremely rewarding to see how relevant and important this time at 
summer camp is for so many youth, including the dedicated crew of young people who serve the next generation as amazing role 
models and leaders. I have had the privilege of serving alongside them and watching them grow in their faith, dedication, 
organizational skills, creativity, and compassion for this camping community with each group of campers that came to spend their 
week at camp. As the summer winds down, the air gets cooler at night, and the sun sets earlier, we get ready to break camp, but 
for all of the campers and staff, we will take our camping memories into the coming year.  
 
These experiences can be pivotal in a young person’s life in building confidence, experiencing a Christian faith community and 
making deep friendships. This place is truly where God shines down on each one who enters the gates. Thank you for your vital 
support. 
Terry Linsley, Executive Director for Camp Tapawingo 
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Memorable, Meaningful, Musical Moments at McClure. 

August 2026 begins to fade as our thoughts turn to the season of Creation on 
September 13 warming and tuning our voices in preparation for another choir year. 
Nothing is more rewarding than using our voices to sing our faith; it is highly 
recommended! 
 
McClure choir begins September 9 at 7;30pm in the Sanctuary and we would love 
it if we could fill a few more spots in the parts department known as SATB. We 
have some valuable wonderful long term experienced singers who have given so 
much of their time over the years and can provide support to new voices. 
 
McClure Place Choristers are a group of the tower residents who like to sing and entertain their tower friends at a coffee party or 
provide music to Amy’s House residents. Occasionally this group will sing an offering in the regular McClure Church Sunday 
morning worship service. Practices occur on Thursdays at 10:30 am in the sanctuary and a tentative date is set for September 16 
with a Singalong start subject to change with a TBA. 
 
Here are the answers to some previous announcements over the years: 

• Yes we have Handbells 
• Yes we have Handbell music 
• Yes we would love to find a director!  Do you know someone? 

A special thank you is extended to the following people who offered special music during July and August; 
this is a gift so appreciated! 

Elin Sletmoen , Elin  Sletmoen and Shirley Blacburn, Kristie Elliott Ferhatoglu, Will Mayhew,  
Robin Burlingham, Jim Gillis,  

the Pop Up Choir, Kristie Elliott Furhatoglu and Elaine Rhinehardt, 
Adam Brookman and Mom Jennifer Brookman   

AND Jennifer Brookman playing her Harp in a prelude to the last service of summer. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Calling all greeters, Calling all greeters 
Want to be the smiling face at the door to greet 
everyone arriving for the Sunday morning service? We 
are looking for 25 to 30 people to do just that. You will 
likely be called upon only 2 or 3 times in the next 10 
months i.e. September 2026 to June 2027. During the 
service you will also be picking up the collection plates 
and taking them to the front of the sanctuary for the 
dedication. Guidelines are available.  
Sign up sheets will be in the foyer August 30 and 
September 6 & 13. Please designate your preferences. If 
you have any questions or wish to sign up by phone or 
email, please contact: 

Diane Hogg 
306-713-0220 (cell) 

diane.h@shaw.ca 
 

Sunday Morning Office Volunteers: 
We are needing one more person to staff the office on 
Sunday mornings. 
Time:  9:45 – 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 - 11:15 a.m. 
approximately. 
Frequency: usually once a month (flexible) 
We volunteer in the office from September to May 
long weekend. 
If you are interested, please contact: Carol Claypool at 
306-664-2285 or cclpool@sasktel.net. 
Thanks for considering this service to McClure. 
 
 

            
       
              
           

         
       

      
 

Opportunities to serve through worship – 
 email debra.b@shaw.ca 

 
1. Lighting the Christ Candle – sign-up sheet in the 

hall.  
2. Reading Scripture –to be put on the reader list.  
3. Write and offer the Pastoral Prayer.   
4. Bring flowers to enhance worship space – sign-up 

sheet in the hall.  
5. Sing in the choir – Rehearsal Wednesday evening 

7:30.  
 

Worship Committee 

 

Worship – Pet Sunday  
The family pet is welcome to attend worship on 
October 18th for a special worship service celebrating 
creation and our furry family members.   
 

mailto:diane.h@shaw.ca
mailto:cclpool@sasktel.net
mailto:cclpool@sasktel.net
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
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McClure Church is excited for the Fall and we want to make sure 
everyone feels the joy of being church family together.   
 

 

Men’s Saturday Gathering  
McClure men and friends also gather  
on Saturday mornings once a month.   

Please join us!   
 

Saturday 8am – CRAFT Room 
 

Gatherings 2026: Sept. 19, Oct. 17, & Nov. 21 
Gatherings 2027: Jan. 23, Feb 20, Mar. 13, Apr. 17 & May 15 

 

Women’s Saturday Morning Gathering  
McClure women and friends are invited to a 

Saturday Morning gathering which includes a light 
breakfast and provides opportunities for deep 
connection, interesting conversation and loads of fun.   

Saturday 8am – Music Room 
 

Gatherings 2026: Sept. 19, Oct. 17, & Nov. 21 
Gatherings 2027: Jan. 23, Feb 20, Mar. 13, Apr. 17 & 

May 15 
 

 

FAMILY MINISTRY 
Milestone Moments are on the McClure 
website under media and resources. 
 

A “back to school blessing” is up 
on the Website now.   

Milestone Moments are a 
resource to help Parents and 
Grandparents nurture the spiritual life of 
children.  Milestone moments are short, 
5min. moments that encourage a 
thoughtful conversation, a word about 
God, a possible act of service and a 
prayer.  Keep an eye on the website and 
the welcome rack near the office for the 
new postings.   

For more information contact 
Debra: debra.b@shaw.ca  
 

Staying Connected 

 Home Coming Sunday 
September 20th   

Blessing our students  
Grade 2 Bibles 
Fun for everyone! 

Tradition – Grade 2 Bibles – September 20 
Do you have someone starting Grade two for the 2026-2027 school year. 

We need to know because we would love to gift them with their very own Bible. 
Call Debra at 306-373-1753 or email debra.b@shaw.ca 

 
 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT will start again soon.  
 
Our family fun night begins with a simple 
supper, a brief worship (10min) then we 
have some fun. Come if you are single or a 
double, younger or older.  Watch for signup 
sheets in the lobby a couple weeks before 
the event or email Debra – 
debra.b@shaw.ca.   
Supper by donation.  
 

mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
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“To enrich the lives of McClure Place Residents by providing support and service” 

I would like to recognize Eleanor Elliott who, for three years, has fa ithfully written this section of the McClure Church newsletter.  
Thank you, Eleanor. Your stories have done so much to foster communication between the tower and the congregation. 
 
Behind Amy McClure House are the raised gardening beds from which the residents harvest lettuce, beans, peas, cucumbers, 
onions, tomatoes and a variety of other vegetables. Tucked among the vegetables and along the walkway are marigolds, petunias, 
wild flowers, clematis and gladioli. Best of all are the sunflowers, the flower queens and their friends, the bumble bees.  
 
McClure gardens aren’t limited to the location behind Amy’s. There are plantings at the front door, by the 
link door, along the walkways, under a tree on the south side of the building and in the pots at Amy’s. 
Twenty-two volunteers plant and care for the beds throughout the spring, summer and fall. These 
McClure residents add so much to the beauty of this place we call home. We are very grateful.  
 
 
The week of August 9th, McClure celebrated its own version of Folkfest. Each evening the kitchen 
prepared a different ethnic meal. Dishes varied from Samosas to Schnitzel, from bannock to borscht. 
What fun!  
 

The week included other activities as well. Tuesday, August 11th a group of eleven residents and 
driver, Alf Bisschop, took the van to the Twin Peaks Creamery.  The van stopped first at 
SARCAN in Warman so Alf could return the recyclables from the Tower.  
 
“The depot was a big operation,” Eleanor Elliott said. She explained that the workers counted 
and sorted the containers using a system of conveyor belts. 
“I was enthralled it was so fast,” she continued. “Then we headed to the creamery for ice 
cream.” 
After that, we returned home via the Clarksboro Ferry.  
“It was a great day,” Eleanor concluded. “Ideal weather and a ride in the country. What could be 
better?” 
Two days later, artists from McClure gathered for a session of rock painting. Led by our 
recreation students and our recreation director, residents created paintings depicting the 
northern lights. 
 

 
August 18th, residents gathered near the gazebo for a hot dog lunch, the last before autumn brings those cool crisp days. 
It seems just like yesterday that our summer students joined us and now they are ready to return to school. To Nick, Taylor, Siena, 
Delaney, MacKenzie and Karlee: we will miss your smiling faces and all the work you’ve done on our behalf. Thank you.  
With September, our usual lineup of activities will return: 

• Line Dancing 
• Writers Circle 
• Fit after 50 
• Choristers 
• McClure Class with Clay Beish and 
• The Saskatoon Seniors Continued Learning Classes 

 
So long and see you next month. Kathy Morrell 
 

 

 

Mcclure place Residents 
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MCCLURE UNITED CHURCH 
306-373-1753 

www.mcclureunitedchurch.org 
www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/ 

 

4025 Taylor Street East 
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5N7 
Phone: (306) 373-1753 

 
email: mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

 

Sheila Krueger – Editor  
Got important info for the  

McClure Newsletter?    
Feedback? Ideas? 

 
Please e-mail newsletter submissions directly 

to eskrueger@sasktel.net 

October Newsletter Deadline:  
September 20th, 2026 

Back page 

 

Ministry Team 
Rev. Debra Berg 
debra.b@shaw.ca  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Eden Polischuk 
mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

 
Finance Administrator 

Arron Bahry 
finance@mcclureuunitedchurch.org 

 
Music Coordinator 
Shirley Blackburn 

 
Pianist 

Elin Sletmoen 
 

To support the Life and Work of the Church 
financially: 

• Pre-Authorized Remittance PAR  
can be set up by calling the office 306-373-
1753. 

• E- transfers are welcome by contacting 
donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org 

• Donations can be made through the website 
using  
Canada Help -go to the webpage and click on 
the donate button. (Note: Canada Help takes 
a fee and therefore McClure does not get 
100% of your donation if you use this 
method) 
 

Envelopes are available through the Church office 
306-373-1753  

 

 

Newsletter Format Options:   
Our monthly newsletter is available at the church website & it’s also 
emailed directly to everyone on the email list.  

But, if you prefer to receive a paper copy or you need to update your 
email/contact info, please contact the office at: 

306-373-1753 or mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

http://www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:eskrueger@sasktel.net
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:finance@mcclureuunitedchurch.org
mailto:donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca


September 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

10 AM Congrega-

tional Care  

3 4 5 

6 

10 AM Weekly  

Worship 

7 

7 PM Outreach 

Committee 

8 9 

7:30 PM McClure 

Choir  

10 

1:30 PM Quilting 

Group  

11 12 

13 8:30 AM Men's 

Breakfast 

10 AM Weekly Worship 

Rainbow Village 

Fill the Bins 

11 AM Committee Fair 

14 15 16 

1:30 PM Worship 

Committee 

7:30 PM McClure 

Choir  

17 

1:30 PM Quilting 

Group  

3 PM Property 

Committee 

18 19 

8 AM Women’s 

Gathering 

8 AM Men’s  

Gathering  

20 

10 AM Weekly  

Worship  

Homecoming 

 Sunday 

Newsletter Deadline 

21 

4 PM Forever in 

Motion 

22 

7 PM McClure 

Board Meeting 

23 

7:30 PM McClure 

Choir  

24 

1:30 PM Quilting 

Group  

4PM Forever in 

Motion 

25 26 

27 

10 AM Weekly  

Worship 

11 AM Dinner Thea-

tre Tickets on Sale 

28 

4 PM Forever in 

Motion 

29 30 

National Day  

for Truth and  

Reconciliation 

   

“[…] Empower each of us to find 
our own ways to create 
justice and peace out of 
[God’s] love” 

 - Jan Jorgensen 

 

 


