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 9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen the business that God has given to everyone to be 
busy with. 11 He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into 
their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. ~Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
 
As my time in ministry with you at McClure comes to completion, I can honestly say that I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time with you. I believe we used our time together very well!  
 
We have prayed, laughed, and mourned. We have read the scriptures and kept the feasts of our faith together.  
 
As we prepare for the new season ahead, may God bless you with new relationships, opportunities, and growth.  
 
But first- summer. Summer is a season of rest, sun, fresh fruit and vegetables, time with family, and to bask in 
the glory of creation. May this season nourish you, give you rest, and strengthen you for the journey ahead.  
 
With love,  
Emily   

 

3 For everything there is a season  
and a time for every matter under heaven: 
2 a time to be born and a time to die; 
a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill and a time to heal; 
a time to break down and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn and a time to dance; 
5 a time to throw away stones and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek and a time to lose; 
a time to keep and a time to throw away; 
7 a time to tear and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silent and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love and a time to hate; 
a time for war and a time for peace. 
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For everything there is a  season…. Ecclesiastes 3:1 
The 59th Annual General Meeting of McClure United Church took place on June 7, 2026, following the Sunday service. There 
were 69 members or adherents in attendance. The business of the meeting was conducted efficiently, and questions were 
asked and answered. 
The Board wishes to thank the retiring Trustees – Norm Woodcock, Cal McCarthy, and Boyd Godfrey for their diligence and 
commitment.  
Heather Muirhead (Co-Chair, and Outreach Committee Chair), Maureen Sinclair (Worship Committee), Muriel Baxter (Worship 
Committee), and Julie Jones (Property Committee) have completed their terms on the Board, and we thank them for their 
service and dedication to the work of McClure United Church. Jim Kells was also recognized as he completes 7 years as Chair of 
the McClure Place Board. 
Rick Burton was elected to the Board of Trustees for a 5-year term. 
The following people were elected to the Church Board: Elaine Niebergall (Treasurer – 1-year term), Phyllis Barber (Worship 
Committee - 1-year term), Ken Anderson (Stewardship Committee representative – 1-year term), Joy McFarlane-Burton (Co-
Chair – 1 year term), Terry Linsley (Co-Chair – 2-year term) 
 
The Board presented flowers and a gift card to Rev. Emily, and thanked her for her Ministry to McClure Church. 
We are also excited to announce the Task Force has been formed, and had its first meeting on June 15. The members of the 
Task Force are Terry Clark, Shannon Menon, Ernie Barber, Terry Linsley, Erica Porter, Gail Mergen, and Robin Burlingham. The 
Task Force will be generating ideas for the future of McClure United Church, looking at the congregation’s spiritual and financial 
wellbeing.  

• Rev. Emily will be released from Covenant with McClure United Church on Sunday, June 28. 
• McClure United Church will take part in the Pride Parade in Saskatoon on June 28. 
• The Board thanks Eleanor Elliott for her newsletter reporting, keeping us well informed of 

the activities of the McClure Place Residents. Eleanor has served well in this role for 3 years. 
 
We welcome Rev. Debra back from Sabbatical on August 4.  
 

Introducing Terry Linsley, newly elected Co-Chair: 
My name is Terry Linsley and I will be stepping into the Co-chair role of the McClure board. I have attended board meetings 
the last few months as a guest and have seen firsthand how much goes into planning, organizing and working for the good of 
our church. I am excited to become more involved and know that there will be knowledgeable and helpful people to learn 
from. I have attended McClure since high school. My parents, Ev and Bill Linsley were also long time members and sat on 
many committees and boards so I know they would be proud to see that I’m still an active member of the McClure church 
family. Thank you for trusting me with this opportunity, I will do my best to give back to the church and congregation that 
mean so much to me.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Mcclure Church Board  

 

Holding you gently in prayer...  
 
All who have experienced grief & loss in its many forms 
 

In loving sympathy    

 

 

 

 

 

                          We Need your Opinion!  As part of preparing for changes at McClure we 
need your participation in a questionnaire either online or paper version.  Those receiving McClure emails 
will have received the online link in an email.  Those wanting a paper copy will find them on blue paper in 
the literature rack outside the church office.  They are to be returned to the church office when completed.  
Please take some time and share your thoughts with the community profile team.  

 Your participation is very important; we are counting on you.  Here is the link: https://surveymars.com/q/e8aRDgw7x 

https://us.list-manage.com/fVBQWd6qDxt?e=09ea8b8be1&c2id=431ceba2cb7c84438d7fb0f73910cd91
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• Marilyn Wall’s granddaughter Jill Kroczynski graduated from Aden Bowman Collegiate  
 
• Gaylene and Michael Gorniak's son Jonah Gorniak was awarded an Agricultural Equipment Technician certificate 

with Distinction on May 15, 2026.   
o Jonah is now employed by the Brandt John Deere Dealership in Melfort as a Level 2 Apprentice. 

 
• Peggy Shier's son Tyson Shier graduated from St Joseph's High School.  

 
• Naomi & Wo Yuen‘s grandson, Aiden Yuen, graduated from Centennial Collegiate and he has been accepted into 

the Edwards School of Business at the University of Saskatchewan. 
 
• Val and Ryan Dickinson’s son, Hayden Carter Dickinson, graduated from the University of Saskatchewan with a 

Bachelor of Education with Distinction.  

The McClure Quilters created sixty quilts and one wall 
hanging for the sanctuary.  
 
One quilt was for Amy McClure House, nine for Sherbrook, thirteen for 
Oliver Lodge, thirty-two for Early Childhood Intervention, three for 
emergency needs, one for the nursery and one for use by the McClure 
Players Christmas play. 
 
Our quilts are made from donated cotton fabric. We thank the donors. 
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AMY MCCLURE HOUSE 

Volunteers serve breakfast at Amy McClure House at 8:00 each morning.   
Usually, we are done by 9:30 am. at the latest.  
We require more volunteers to serve breakfast to the residents. 
 Please consider this important ministry.  
 
You will be trained and will not be on your own until you are comfortable doing so.   
We try to slot you in once a week if that works for you. The wonderful folks at Amy’s would love to see you.  
If you are interested, please call Carol Claypool at 306-664-2285 or email at cclpool@sasktel.net.   
Look forward to hearing from you! 
 
 

Sunday Coffee Volunteers 
It is with deep appreciation that we want to acknowledge all the volunteers who have given their time 
helping Congregational Care throughout the year.  Thank you! 
With summer holidays here, we look forward to your continued support making & serving Sunday Morning 
coffee at 9:00 am.  
No experience required. Instruction provided. Come meet a new friend or visit with an old one!  
Sign-up Sheets are always out on the tables. 
 Thank you, 
Naomi Yuen 

 
Looking for Summer Greeters 

We do not have designated greeters for July and August.  

If no one is there to greet you on your arrival Sunday morning, please consider taking on this role. Also, 
please take the offering to the front of the sanctuary for the dedication. Guidelines are posted on the 

bulletin board, please take one. 

 

  Please note on your calendar 
that there will be a  
Worship Committee 
meeting Tuesday, 
August 20, 11:30 am. 
New members are welcome. 
 

mailto:cclpool@sasktel.net
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With Eden moving into the Administrative Assistant position within our church office we are looking for someone to fill our 
Community Engagement and Event Coordinator position from September 2026 to December 2026 and possibly beyond. 
An overview of McClure's Community Engagement and Event Coordinator position is as follows: 
 

Title:  McClure Church Community Engagement and Event Coordinator (CEEC) 
 
Rational: For several years McClure United Church has participated in the Government funded “Summer Employment 
Program”.  The church has benefited greatly from the creativity and ability of these employees to open the church to new 
opportunities to serve and to welcome different groups.   
It is our hope to continue this work throughout the church year and to continue to deepen our Christian service and 
community engagement. 
 
Purpose: to initiate, oversee and facilitate events, with a focus on family and children, for members of the church (building 
Christian community) and the surrounding community (living the gospel through welcome). 
 
Main Goal: to encourage connection and community through events and gatherings. 
 
General Summary: The Community Engagement and Event coordinator will: 

• plan gatherings at the church, keeping in mind the needs of McClure families. Planning may include, research, advertising, 
planning, recruitment of volunteers.    

• be aware of opportunities in our surrounding community for opportunities for the church to participate in activities and host 
events in support of current justice work.   

• meet regularly with ministry staff and communities to identify needs and put into motion events.   
Roles, Responsibilities, and Tasks: 

• plan and/or assist with planning of congregational activities and community focused events throughout the year. 
• support committees with their preplanned events through ticket creation and sales, promotional materials, finding event 

sponsors, purchasing supplies, decorating, taking photos, event set up and take down. 
• be in communication with the ministerial staff and committees, to identify possible event ideas that require enthusiastic 

promotion. 
• plan social activities of interest to our community of faith; especially for our families and children as primary participants. 
• reach out to the surrounding city communities to promote events. 
• consider the details of the event, and its impact on other groups within the church, weekly community, other event bookings 

of facilities, weekly exercise groups, the workings of the church office. etc. 
• organize events to encourage McClure volunteers to participate. i.e.) organizing sign-up sheets, making phone calls, etc. 
• update McClure’s social media channels and website regarding events being hosted at McClure and events hosted by 

community partners. 
• update McClure’s website ensuring web pages have accurate and relevant information. 
• events could be fundraisers but do not necessarily need to be.  
• creative ideas are welcome. 

Remuneration:  
• This is a contract position with the assumption of approximately 8-10 hours of work per week. 
• September through to June – 10 months  
• $800.00/month 

If anyone is interested in the position or knows of someone who might be interested in the position, please contact the 
church office. 
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Pride Sunday  
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”FILL THE BINS” SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 13TH   9:30-11:30. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE SASKATOON FOOD BANK 
WITH DONATIONS OF NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS. 

THIS IS A PROJECT OF THE SASKATOON UNITED CHURCHES. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
FROM MY PERSPECTIVE 

Prepared by Jim Kells for the Summer 2026 McClure newsletter 

The comments presented in this note are solely those of the writer and not of McClure United Church.  They are simply shared with 
good intentions. 

As we are all aware, there are (or have been of late) a number of tragic conflicts ongoing in several places throughout the world.  
The war of territorial aggression in Ukraine has now been going on for more than four years (February 2022), with much loss of 
life on both sides of the conflict as well as a lot of property destruction.  The same is true in Gaza since October 2023, including 
the inhumane treatment of prisoners taken on both sides of the conflict.  Closer to home, there is the oil blockade imposed by 
the United States on Cuba, which has resulted in terrible living conditions for a people that were already marginally 
impoverished and who now are surviving in deplorable conditions, with poor access to food, health services and basic 
sanitation.  Even closer to home, only a few weeks ago we witnessed via the television and local newspaper the murder of two 
civilians on the streets of Minneapolis, and the ongoing mishandling and deportation of many immigrant peoples to the 
United States.  All of this is tragic, unnecessary and, frankly, deplorable. 

But, one place, which is also experiencing a terrible conflict defined as a civil war and for which we hear relatively little, is that in 
Sudan in the heart of Africa.  While some reports document the start of the conflict as being in 2023, in fact Sudan (and South 
Sudan) has been in a state of internal conflict for some three decades.  Today, the people are starving (in part due to drought in 
the region), basic supplies for health care are scarce, and brutal atrocities are being inflicted upon many of the country’s people.  
And when I use the word brutal, you can feel free to let your mind roam freely as to the nastiness of what is taking place.  A 
paramilitary group called the Janjaweed, most often riding on horses, enter villages to slaughter the people with machetes, 
guns, bayonets and other means.  And rape is also a common means of terrorizing the population.  Men, women and children 
are all victims. 

So, why do I offer this perspective here?  I appreciate the question!  In some of the reading that I have done, including in our 
church magazine Broadview, leads me to try to provide some thoughts about what might be done in an effort to mitigate the 
situation in Sudan.  As a start, it is important that a state of awareness be developed.  If we don’t know of something, if we are 
not aware, how can we respond to it?  Perhaps more concretely, should we put effort into lobbying such international agencies 
such as the United Nations?  Should we make an effort to provide support to such agencies as the International Red Cross in 
the provision of food, medical supplies, and the like?  Are there even better ideas?  No matter what we do, if anything, the first 
needed step is to create awareness.  With the sharing of this perspective, I hope that I have provided some opening of the 
doors of awareness amongst those of our community of faith! 
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UPCOMING PRODUCTION: A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Join McClure Players this November for A Christmas Carol, presented as a festive dinner theatre in the McClure United 
Church sanctuary. 
PERFORMANCE DATES: 

• November 26, 27, 28, 2026 (dinner theatre) 
• Matinees: November 28 & 29, 2026 (performance only) 

This community theatre production welcomes participants from Grade 1 to seniors, whether or not they are affiliated with 
the church. The goal is to bring people together and build community while offering meaningful theatre experience. 

 
��� AUDITIONS 

• Thursday, August 20, 2026: 7:00–9:00 pm 
• Friday, August 21, 2026: 7:00–9:00 pm 
• Saturday, August 22, 2026: 11:00 am–2:00 pm 
• Call Backs (if needed): Monday, August 24 (time TBD) 

Audition Material Will be made available soon. Please follow our Facebook page McClure Players or after July 1st 
you can email Mccluremusical@gmail.com 

 
������������ REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 

• First Read-Through: August 31 
• Rehearsals Begin: September 11 

Regular Rehearsals: 
• Mondays & Fridays: 7:00–9:30 pm 
• Saturdays: 1:00–5:00 pm 
• Sundays (September only): 2:00–4:00 pm 

 
��� CHILDREN’S CHORUS (GRADES 1–3) 

• No audition required 
• More information coming in June 
• Practices: Saturdays, 1:00–2:30 pm (September–October), Saturdays 1:00-5:00 pm (November) although there 

may be other times they are called in November leading up to the show days. The final calendar will be available on 
the audition date. 

 
We look forward to building community and bringing this holiday classic to life—on stage and behind 
the scenes! 
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Summer Reading List 2026 
 

 Here are the books I have really enjoyed over the past year. All of these I have rated at least 4/5. Check a summary on 
Amazon or Google to see if any might appeal to you.  Sandy Hoenecke. 
 

 
 

General Fiction 
Here One Moment- Liane Moriarty 
Kate and Frida- Kim Fay 
The Names- Florence Knapp 
Precipice- Robert Harris 
The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife 
The Conditions of Will- Jessa Hastings 
The Correspondent- Virginia Evans 
Family, Family- Laurie Frankel 
The Poppy Fields- Nikki Erlick 
The Ghostwriter- Julie Clark 
The Bookbinder- Pip Williams 
You Are Here- David Nicholls 
Dear Edward- Ann Napolitano 
The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store-J McBride 
Small Things Like These- Claire Keegan 
A Town with Half the Lights On-Page Getz 
State of the Union- Nick Hornby 
Remarkably Bright Creatures- Shelby VanPelt 
The Stolen Hours- Allen Eskens 
The Spoon Stealer- Lesley Crewe 
On the Edge- Sarah Turner 
The Mad Wife- Meagan Church  
These Summer Storms- Sarah MacLean 
The Road to Tender Hearts- Annie Hartnett 
The Evolution of Annabel Craig- L Grunwald 
Far and Away- Amy Poeppel  
Emma M Lion- Beth Brower #1 
My Friends- Fredrik Backman 
The Second Chance Cinema- Thea Weiss 
 
Romance with a good story 
Part of Your World- Abby Jimenez #1 
Yours Truly- Abby Jimenez #2 
Just for the Summer- A Jimenez #3 
Every Summer After- Carley Fortune #1 
One Golden Summer- Carley Fortune #2 
The Paradise Problem- Christina Lauren 
Let’s Make a Scene- Laura Woods 
Summer Romance- Annabel Monaghan 
Five Years from Now- Paige Toon 
It’s Different This Time- Joss Richard 
Then There was You- Sophie Cousens 
Grace and Henry’s Holiday Movie Marathon- 
                                         Matthew Norman 
Only Love Can Hurt Like This- Paige Toon 
PSI Hate You- Lauren Connelly 
 

Non-Fiction 
Careless People- Sarah Wynn-Williams 
The Library Book- Susan Orlean 
Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake- A Quindlen 
God, A Human History- Reza Aslan 
Your Brain’s Not Broken- Tamara Rosier 
Separation of Church and Hate- J Fugelsang 
The Kingdom, the Power & the Glory-T 
Alberta 
 
 
 
Mystery/Thriller 
Grimm Up North- David Gatward #1 
Best Served Cold- David Gatward #2  
The Housemaid- Freida McFadden 
HIM- JD Kirk 
Dead Man’s Grave- N Lancaster -#1 in series 
Too Old for This- Samantha Downing 
The Bonnie Dead- Andrew Raymond 
The Black Wolf- Louise Penny 
The Art of Dying- Ambrose Perry #2 
Locked In- Jussi Adler-Olsen  
Silent Bones- Val McDermid 
First Blood- Angela Marsons #1 in series ++ 
 
 
Different or Fantasy or Young Adult 
Meet me When My Heart Stops-Becky Hunter 
Peaches and Honey- R Raeta #1 
Pits and Poison- R Raeta #2 
Ladybirds-R Raeta 
The Other Side of Now- Paige Harbison 
Under the Whispering Door- T J Klune 
The Betrayals- Bridget Collins 
Gwendy’s Button Box- Stephen King 
Psalm for the Wild-Built-Becky Chambers 
Detour- Jeff Rake 
A Shield of Sparrows- Devney Perry  
Once and Again- Rebecca Serle 
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McClure Place Happenings 

“To enrich the lives of McClure Place Residents by providing support and service” 

 
Newcomers who moved into McClure Place recently were welcomed at an afternoon tea in the sanctuary.  Carnations 
decorated the head table where the newcomers were seated.  Erin, our recreational director was our emcee. Each newcomer 
read a brief history of themselves or had asked Erin to read a prepared page.  The choristers entertained us with their singing. 
Generous slices of delicious cake were served by the committee.  After the festivities, copies of the “McClure is our Home” 
binder, and new updated pages for it were available for purchase by all residents.  
 
 Thank you to the resident’s garden committee for planting and tending to several beautiful flower gardens around our 
residence.   Also thank you to those who donated toward the purchase of the flowers. 
 
Summer ice cream socials have begun, and will be held every second Thursday during the summer.  We took our bowl & spoon 
to the Hospitality Room where baked rhubarb cobbler dessert with strawberries & ice cream was served, similar variations will 
follow during July & August.  Donations go to the Van Fund. 
Other activities included: The winner of the Afghan raffle was Ronnie Meyers, a total of $457.10 was raised for the Van Fund.    
An afternoon bingo with Erin was enjoyed, and the Saskatoon Blues Society entertained us with music one afternoon. 
 
Forthcoming summer activities:   
1.) We will sit outdoors in our gazebo lawn area and enjoy a bonfire soon.  Phil Miller will provide the music.    
2.) Fathers Day rib buffet indoors will be prepared by our kitchen staff.    
3.) more ice cream socials indoors. 
4.) Speaker Peter Prebble, environmentalist, will speak at one of our morning coffee times.       
5.) We will celebrate Canada Day in our Hospitality Room with cake & coffee, and some fun. 

 
Eleanor Elliott 

 
 

Mcclure Place  

 

Brenda Knisley was named 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by C95 

Gary Loy was inducted 
into Saskatoon Sports Hall of Fame 

For anyone who’s been apart of ringette for a while has seen 
Gary out on the ice refereeing.   
He has been a great leader and mentor in the ringette 
community.  
 

 

A BIG Thank you to 
Eleanor for her 
excellent reporting 
over the past 3 years.    
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MCCLURE UNITED CHURCH 
306-373-1753 

www.mcclureunitedchurch.org 
www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/ 

 

4025 Taylor Street East 
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5N7 
Phone: (306) 373-1753 

 
email: mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

 

Sheila Krueger – Editor  
Got important info for the  

McClure Newsletter?    
Feedback? Ideas? 

 
Please e-mail newsletter submissions directly 

to eskrueger@sasktel.net 

September Newsletter Deadline:  
August 23rd, 2026 

Newsletter Format Options:   
Our monthly newsletter is available at the church website & it’s 
also emailed directly to everyone on the email list.  

But, if you prefer to receive a paper copy or you need to update 
your email/contact info, please contact the office at: 

306-373-1753 or mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

Back page 

 

Ministry Team 
Rev. Debra Berg 
debra.b@shaw.ca  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Eden Polischuk 
mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

 
Finance Administrator 

Arron Bahry 
finance@mcclureuunitedchurch.org 

 
Music Coordinator 
Shirley Blackburn 

 
Pianist 

Elin Sletmoen 
 

that it costs $1600/day to operate the Church? 

To support the Life and Work of the Church 
financially: 

• Pre-Authorized Remittance PAR  
can be set up by calling the office 306-373-
1753. 

• E- transfers are welcome by contacting 
donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org 

• Donations can be made through the website 
using  
Canada Help -go to the webpage and click on 
the donate button. (Note: Canada Help takes 
a fee and therefore McClure does not get 
100% of your donation if you use this 
method) 
 

Envelopes are available through the Church office 
306-373-1753  

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:eskrueger@sasktel.net
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:finance@mcclureuunitedchurch.org
mailto:donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Canada Day 

2 3 4 

5 
10 AM  
Sunday  
Worship 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 
10 AM 
Sunday Worship 
Deadline for Com-
munity of Faith  
Profile Survey 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 
10 AM 
Sunday  
Worship 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 
10 AM 
Sunday 
Worship 

27 28 29 30 31  

July 2026 

“O, Sunshine! The most  precious 

gold to be found on Earth.”  

- Roman Payne  



August 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
10 AM  
Sunday Worship 

3 4 
Rev. Debra  
returns  

5 6 7 8 

9 
10AM Sunday 
Worship 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship 

17 18 19 20 
Worship Committee 
Meeting  
11:30AM 

 

21 22 

23 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship 
September news-
letter Deadline 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 
10 AM Sunday 
Worship 

31      

“In all things of nature there is something marvelous”  
— Aristotle  

“For my part I know nothing with certainty, but 
the sight of stars makes me dream.”  

- Vincent Van Gogh 

__________ McClure Players Auditions_________ 
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