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Friends once again, when it comes to ministry staff, we have come into uncertain times and though many of us, including 
myself, would like to hunker down, grab the yoke tight and get on with moving forward I am relearning the value of trusting 
the lift of faith.  
 
I am learning to breathe and appreciate the careful work that is being done by the Board.  The Board currently is in the 
process of gathering information and considering our ministry needs.  You have elected these folk to do this important work 
on your behalf and they are not taking that trust lightly. 
 
September 22, the Board will review the results of the survey conducted in June, they will hear the conversation that 
members of the Ministry and Personal Committee have had together, they will receive a report from the “Task Group” 
(which was formed as a result of a conversation February Annual Budget Meeting) and they will look at a document which 
lists my current responsibilities.  Board members will be asked to ponder prayerfully all the information.   
 
A special Board meeting will be called in October to talk once again about ministry needs exclusively so as to give everyone 
a voice and to be careful in the decision.  It is hoped that a decision will be made at the Regular October Board meeting and 
a process put in place for sharing any decision with the whole of the congregation.  After the Board meeting in October, if 
necessary, work will be done to pull together a formal search committee.  
 
The promise of flight — and of faith — isn’t that we’ll stay steady forever. It’s that there is lift enough for us to trust the sky. 
 
Trusting along side you.  
 Debra 

 

 
Trusting in the Lift of Faith. 

 
“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” — John 3:8 
 
Rev. Cameron Trimble, writer, theologian, and pilot writes: “Every pilot knows the feeling. 
You’re cruising along in smooth air when, without warning, the plane jolts. The nose drops, 
the wings shudder, your instruments dance.  
 

Instinct says: grab the yoke tighter. Hold on. Fight the chaos.   
But that’s the beginner’s mistake, one I made numerous times. The tighter you grip, the 
more unstable the airplane becomes. Gripping the yoke too tightly reduces the airplane’s 
aerodynamics.  
The trick, counterintuitive as it feels, is to loosen your hold. You steady your breathing. You 
ease the pressure. You let the aircraft ride the wind rather than resist it.” 
The work of the spirit is learning that turbulence isn’t failure, it’s information. The air is 
always moving. Stability isn’t found in stillness; it’s found in responsiveness. 
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The McClure Church Board met on September 22, 2026 for the first meeting since June. There was much to discuss, reflect upon, 
and, after careful consideration, become policy that will help the McClure congregation move forward into the future. 
 
We are looking forward to celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the McClure Congregation on Sunday, October 25, 10:00 am. 
 
Items discussed: 

* Job description for our current Ministry 
* Our future Ministerial requirements; what our church will need over the next 3-5 years 
* 2027 Budget 
* Restorative projects in the building – such as The Nursery (very close to completion), The McClellan Library scheduled 

for completion before the end of 2026 (remediation complete, spray form insulation installed), cleaning of carpets,  
and a Job Jar full of other tasks.  

* Some projects were put on hold due to funding issues. 
 
Elaine Niebergall was thanked for her 7 years of dedicated service in the Finance Office. 
 
The position of Community Engagement and Event Coordinator will not be filled at this time.   
 
Congregants are reminded that if you have thoughts concerning this time of transition at McClure United Church, please share 
with a Board Member. 

Let us be thankful for the past, and hopeful for the future!  
Happy Thanksgiving! 

 Joy McFarlane-Burton and Terry Linsley  
Co-Chairs of the McClure Church Board           

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Holding you gently in prayer...  
 
All who have experienced grief & loss in its many forms 
 
Family and friends of Betty Mahood.  
Harold Rogers and family upon the death Lyla Rogers 

In loving sympathy    

 

 

 

 

 
News from the Mcclure Church Board  
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

October 11th- Thanksgiving Sunday 
Thanksgiving Sunday we will celebrate communion together.   

 
October 18th – Pet Sunday  

The family pet is welcome to attend worship for a special worship service celebrating creation  
and our furry family members.   

 
October 25. – Anniversary Sunday  

Celebrate the 60th anniversary of McClure United Church,  
 
November 1st – All Saints Sunday  

We will remember our loved ones who have blessed our living, but who have died.   
You are invited to bring a memento/photo that reminds you of your loved one for display. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Committee 

 

Much appreciation goes out to our 29 volunteers 
that signed up to be greeters.  

Our Sunday morning schedule (posted on the 
bulletin board) is filled till the end of June 2027. 

 

Congratulations Kieran! 

Kieran received a Grade 2 Bible 
on Sunday, September 20th.  
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A Christmas Carol the Musical 
By McClure Players 
 
Dinner Theatre- Nov 26, 27, 28-tickets $60 
 
Afternoon Matinees (show only), 
 Nov 28 and 29- adult tickets $30,  

              -  under 12 children $25 
 
Tickets will be sold in the church foyer after church on 
Sept 27th and Oct 4th. 
 
Starting Sept 29th, tickets will be available online only 
at TicketOwl.io 
 

Congratulations Sherri and Dave Solomko on your  
40th Wedding Anniversary. 

The Solomkos lit the Christ Candle along with Rev. Tom Powell who 
presided at their wedding. The celebration continued with Cake.  
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MEALS ON WHEELS 
McClure delivers Meals on Wheels to shut-ins every Friday. 
Meals are picked up at Preston Care Home across from Market Mall. They are picked up at 11:15 a.m. 
and it typically takes about one hour to deliver. 
 
Right now, the volunteers are delivering about once a month. More volunteers would mean you 
would deliver less often. We would have you go with someone for the first time or two to find out 
how the process works. 

If this is something that you feel you would be interested in,  
please call Holly Knuttila at 306.227.0835 or email holly.knuttila@shaw.ca  

I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

 

 

 

 

AMY MCCLURE HOUSE 
Volunteers serve breakfast at Amy McClure House at 8:00 each morning.  Usually, we are done by 9:30 at the latest.  
 
We require more volunteers to serve breakfast to the residents. Please consider this important ministry. You will be trained 
and will not be on your own until you are comfortable doing so.   
 
We try to slot you in once a week if that works for you. The wonderful folks at Amy’s would love to see you.  
If you are interested, please call Carol Claypool at 306-664-2285 or email at cclpool@sasktel.net.   

Look forward to hearing from you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach committee 

 

The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
 
Orange Shirt Day  
September 30th 

 

September 30 – National Day for Truth and Reconciliation or Orange Shirt Day – Coffee at 
10:30am  
Together we will learn about Orange Shirt Day, think about reconciliation and pray.  Everyone is 
welcome.  
 
A day to honour indigenous children who were sent to residential schools in Canada 
and to remind us that “Every Child Matters”. 

mailto:holly.knuttila@shaw.ca
mailto:cclpool@sasktel.net
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"Adapt the pace of nature; her secret is patience." - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

Men’s Saturday Gathering  
McClure men and friends also gather  
on Saturday mornings once a month.   

Please join us!   
 

Saturday Oct. 17th 8am – CRAFT Room 
 

Gatherings 2026:  Nov. 21 
Gatherings 2027: Jan. 23, Feb 20, Mar. 13, Apr. 17 & May 15 

 

Women’s Saturday Morning Gathering  
McClure women and friends are invited to a 

Saturday Morning gathering which includes a light breakfast 
and provides opportunities for deep connection, interesting 
conversation and loads of fun.   

Saturday Oct. 17th 8am – Music Room 
 

Gatherings 2026:,  Nov. 21 
Gatherings 2027: Jan. 23, Feb 20, Mar. 13, Apr. 17 & May 15 

 
 

FAMILY MINISTRY 
Milestone Moments are on the McClure 
website under media and resources. 

A “Thanksgiving Moment” is 
available on the Website.   

Milestone Moments are a 
resource to help Parents and 
Grandparents nurture the spiritual life of 
children.  Milestone moments are short, 
5min. moments that encourage a 
thoughtful conversation, a word about 
God, a possible act of service and a 
prayer.  Keep an eye on the website: 
mcclureunitedchurch.org and the 
welcome rack near the office for the new 
postings.   

For more information contact 
Debra: debra.b@shaw.ca 

 

Staying Connected 

 

Family Fun Night –  
will start again soon.  
Our family fun night begins with a 
simple supper, a brief worship (10min) 
then we have some fun. Come if you are 
single or a double, younger or older.  
Watch for signup sheets in the lobby a 
couple weeks before the event or email 
Debra – debra.b@shaw.ca.   
Supper by donation.  
 

mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
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At the Fifty-Ninth Annual General Meeting June 7, 2026, the Congregation of McClure United Church requested that the 
Stewardship Committee provide financial information and forecasting.  
Stewardship Committee 
 

McClure United Church Summary and Forecast September 21, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donors - tax receipts issued Annually - IF 
decrease 25 annually. 
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Contributors at Sept 21, 2026 is 298. This is well below the 25 decrease. 
Donation receipts are issued for $20 or more. Contributors include those under $20 as well. 

Stewardship Committee 
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“To enrich the lives of McClure Place Residents by providing support and service” 

Activity at McClure Place shifts into high gear as we turn the calendar from August to September.  
The evening of August 29th, residents gathered around a bonfire to roast hot dogs and make S’Mores, that delicious 
concoction made of graham wafers, chocolate and marshmallows. Now with this essential activity done for the 

summer, we can be ready for the McClure return to school. 
This year, the Residents’ Council is sponsoring two classes offered by Saskatoon Seniors 
Continued Learning (SSCL). One is the President’s Lecture Series; the other Contemporary 
Canadian and American Politics. The courses are live streamed from the University. 
 In addition to the SSCL classes, Clay Beish, a McClure resident, is presenting a class entitled The 
Reformers.  The best thing about these classes, of course, there is no homework and no exams. 
 
 
On September 10th, the van, with thirteen residents on board; 
made its annual trip to the Berry Barn.   “This year, the leaves were 
still green,” Elaine Nutbrown said, “and of course, the flowers were 

in bloom. It was beautiful.” 
“I always order saskatoon berries to have with my waffle,” she added. “If you’re at the 
Berry Barn, you have to have saskatoons.” 
 

Current Affairs Catchup is held every Friday morning with Clay Beish 
in the leader’s chair. The activity attracts more than twenty 
participants to learn and talk about the week’s events. 
 
 
 
September 15th, the Writers Circle met for the first time this fall. The group seeks to encourage 

creativity through writing. That evening, residents watched the film, Billy and Molly, An Otter Love Story. This film is a 
documentary about Billy, a man “who forms an unlikely friendship with a wild otter while living in the remote Shetland 
Islands.” “It’s an endearing film,” said one member of audience after the screening. “You just soak up the relationship 
between the otter and Billy.”  
 
Celebration Day will be held September 22nd.  This is an activity to celebrate residents who have birthdays or 
anniversaries in the preceding month. In conjunction with this special event, residents may donate to the charity of 
the month. For September, the McClure charity is the Friendship Inn.  
 
That evening, many of our residents will gather for the Fall Supper, a tasty meal prepared by the kitchen staff.  
 
Upcoming Events  

• McClure Place Residents Association General Meeting – September 28th, 10:30 am 
• Presentation by Jeff O’Brien, City Archivist – September 30th, 10:30 am 
• Thanksgiving banquet – October 7th   
• Vaccinations – stay tuned for date and time 

 
So long and see you next month, 
 Kathy Morrell 
 
 
 
 
 

Mcclure place Residents 
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"Patience is not passive, on the contrary, it is concentrated strength" - Bruce Lee 
 

 

 

 
MCCLURE UNITED CHURCH 

306-373-1753 

www.mcclureunitedchurch.org 
www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/ 

 

4025 Taylor Street East 
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5N7 
Phone: (306) 373-1753 

 
email: mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

 

Sheila Krueger – Editor  
Got important info for the  

McClure Newsletter?    
Feedback? Ideas? 

 
Please e-mail newsletter submissions directly 

to eskrueger@sasktel.net 

November Newsletter Deadline:  
October 25th, 2026 

Back page 

 

Ministry Team 
Rev. Debra Berg 
debra.b@shaw.ca  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Eden Polischuk 
mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

 
Finance Administrator 

Arron Bahry 
finance@mcclureuunitedchurch.org 

 
Music Coordinator 
Shirley Blackburn 

 
Pianist 

Elin Sletmoen 
 

To support the Life and Work of the Church 
financially: 

• Pre-Authorized Remittance PAR  
   can be set up by calling the calling the Church finance 

office 306-373-9893 

• E- transfers are welcome by contacting 
donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org 
 

• Donations can be made through the website using  
Canada Help -go to the webpage and click on the 
donate button. (Note: Canada Help takes a fee and 
therefore McClure does not get 100% of your 
donation if you use this method) 

 
Envelopes are available through  
the Church office 306-373-1753 

 

 

Newsletter Format Options:   
Our monthly newsletter is available at the church website & it’s also 
emailed directly to everyone on the email list.  

But, if you prefer to receive a paper copy or you need to update your 
email/contact info, please contact the office at: 

306-373-1753 or mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca 

http://www.facebook.com/McClureUnitedChurchSktn/
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:eskrueger@sasktel.net
mailto:debra.b@shaw.ca
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca
mailto:finance@mcclureuunitedchurch.org
mailto:donations@mcclureunitedchurch.org
mailto:mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca


October 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 
 
 

 1  
 

2 
 

3 
 

4  
8:30 AM Men’s  
Breakfast 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship and Rain-
bow Village 
Tickets on Sale for “A 

Christmas Carol”  
After  Worship!  

5  
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
 
 

6  
7 PM Outreach  
Committee Meeting 
 
 
 

7  
10 AM Congregational 
Care Meeting 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 

8  
1:30 PM Quilting 
Group 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
7 PM M&P Committee 
Meeting 
 
 

9  
1 PM Art Together 

10 
 

11 Thanksgiving  
Sunday 

10 AM Sunday  
Worship and Rainbow 
Village 

12 Thanksgiving 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
 

13 
 

14 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 

15 
1:30 PM Quilting 
Group 
3PM Property Meeting 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
 
 
 

16 
1 PM Art Together 
 

17 
8AM Women’s Gath-
ering Group 
8AM Men’s Gathering  
Group 

18 Pet Sunday! 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship and  
Rainbow Village 
 

19  
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
 

20 
 

21 
1:30PM Worship 
Committee Meeting  
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 

22 
1:30 PM Quilting 
Group 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
 
 
 

23 
1 PM Art Together 

24 
 

25 Anniversary Sun-
day (60 years) 
10 AM Sunday  
Worship and  
Rainbow Village 

5 PM Deadline for 
November Newsletter  

Submissions 

26 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
 
 

27 
7 PM Board Meeting 

28 
7:30 PM Choir  
Practice 
 
 
 

29 
1:30 PM Quilting 
Group 
4 PM Forever in  
Motion 
 
 
 

30 
1 PM Art Together 
 

31 Halloween 

“Every leaf speaks bliss to me  
fluttering from the autumn tree”  

-  Emily Bronte 


