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Last Saturday I found myself riding shot 
gun in my sonõs Ford Escape traveling 
out to Princes Auto to make an important 
purchase.  You see I have the privilege of 
living with two amazing young men who 
are car crazy.  As a result I somehow be-
came part investor in the purchase of a 
low profile, 4 ton, jack.  My sons con-
vinced me that if I ever needed to have a 
tire changed my contribution toward the 
purchase of the jack would be in my best 
interest.   
 
The road trip resulted in the purchase of 
the jack, on sale, and a very interesting 
conversation. Somehow, Isaac (23yr) and 
I got talking about children.  He said that 
many of his friends have decided, given 
the state of the world, not to have chil-
dren.  He said, òThe world is such a mess 
and no one seems to be doing anything 
about it.ó   Like other young adults his 
age he doesnõt think that their kids would 
have much of a future.   
 
After I picked my chin off the floor-mat I 
said, òI guess you have two choices, you 
can choose not to have kids (not a real 
option because I want to be a Grandma) 
or you can create a better world for your 
kids and for the kids of your friends.ó  He 
asked, òWhere do I even begin?ó   
 
I suggested he begin where I did, with the 
church.  I told him that I contribute to 
the life and work of a church that is work-
ing hard to make the world a better place.  
The United Church of Canada is busy 
with partners around the world support-

ing and helping out others were invited.  I 
told Isaac I was proud of the work The 
United Church is doing to be inclusive of 
all people and I have been particularly 
proud of our Church as we live out the 
recommendations of the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission. 
 
McClure United Church is part of the 
larger Church and is also working to make 
our world better.  I told him about the 
McClure Outreach committee and how 
they work to support the delivery of 
meals to those who are home bound, how 
they are building relationships with peo-
ple of the core of Saskatoon through 
Chopõnõchat and by helping with the serv-
ing of meals at the Lighthouse.  I remind-
ed him of McClureõs Advent packages of 
care; for the homeless (Socks) and for 
young adults (Egadz).  I told him how 
McClure is doing its best to build bridges 
by hosting Mental Health conversations, 
nurturing our relationship with our Cath-
olic brothers and sisters and by helping 
those who have lost everything, through 
refugee sponsorship.   (There was more 
but we were getting close to home.)  I 
told Isaac that McClure Church is doing 
its best to make a difference in the world. 
And then I reminded him that the people 
of McClure Church also pay my salary so 
that I can be available to lend a hand to 
others who are in need of support and 
care.  They pay me to work on their be-
half. 
 

Continued on page 2 
 

A Story of  Hope to Tell 
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Baptisms 

Next Baptism Date:  

¶ April 21  

 

Please contact the church office 

if you are interested in having 

a child baptized  

Sincere Sympathies 
Z  The MacGillivray family on the passing of Son, 

Brother, Uncle Garfield  

Z  Dave Taylor and family on the passing of his 

wife Elva  

Z  Carol Stevenson -Seller on the passing of  

husband Frederick (who served in ministry at 

McClure in the early 80õs) 
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Continued from Page 1 
As we turned into our neighbourhood I told Isaac about how the people of McClure, in their work places, with 
their families and with their friends are trying to live òJesus Wayó.  In their very day lives McClure people are 
working hard to be kind and caring and act with justice.  I told my son to start with his good heart and to surround 
himself with other good hearted people.  I invited him, to once again, come to church.  
 
Iõm not sure Iõm ever going to get to have grandchildren but Iõm very glad to be part of a community of people 
trying to make the world a better place.  I am grateful to be part of a wonderful community that I can tell my chil-
dren about and give them hope.  I am also glad to say I have a pretty cool car jack.   
 
Blessings, Debra 



Special Times and Services at McClure United Church  

during the Seasons of Lent and Easter  

Please note there have been some changes since this appeared  

in the last newsletter  

 

Lenten Lunch and Service:  Thursdays March 28, April 4, 11, 18  

12:00 noon to 1:00pm (Please phone the church office by noon each Monday to book lunch, $10)  

 

Palm Sunday April 14  

9:15 am and 11:00 am:  Communion, Eggstravaganza  

 

Maundy Thursday April 18  

12:00 noon:  Lenten Lunch and Service  

7:00pm:  Maundy Thursday Worship Service:  Communion.  We remember Jesusõ last supper 

with friends in the upper room.  

At -home Prayer Vigil (prayer guides will be available to support your prayers)  

 

Good Friday April 19  

10:00am:  Good Friday Worship Service and Communion  

 

Easter Sunday April 21  

Approximately 5:45 am - Sunrise Service on the hill at Wildwood Park and 

Communion  

 

9:15am and 11:00am:  Easter Sunday Worship  

Lenten Lunch and Worship Time  

Thursdays During Lent  

Noon until 1:00 pm  

Our Lenten lunch and worship times occur each Thursday from March 7 to April 18.  We meet at noon 

for a catered lunch by the McClure Place Kitchen, cost of lunch is $10.00.  Following lunch, there will be 

a short worship time ending by 1:00 pm.  

 

Plan to join us for any or all of the Thursdays, and invite your friends from the 

neighbourhood, from work, or other churches.  Please contact the church office 

(373-1753) or mcclureunitedchurch@shaw.ca  by noon the Monday before to  

confirm your attendance and enable us to have an accurate count for lunch.  

Please indicate any dietary needs when registering.  
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The McClure United Church Joint Search Commit-

tee (JSC) was formed in spring 2018, based on the 

recommendations of the Joint Needs Assessment 

Committee (JNAC) at the Special Congregational 

Meeting held at McClure United Church on March 

18, 2018.  The committee is comprised of Joanne 

Hamlin, Keith Johnson, Leyta Ducasse, Ryan Mac-

Gillivray, Robyn Bray, Rod Delahey, Kathleen 

James-Cavan (Presbytery Rep.), and Michael Web-

ster (Presbytery Rep.).  

 

The Committee held their first meeting in June 

2018, and Rod Delahey agreed to act as Chair, Ryan 

MacGillivray agreed to act as Recording Secretary, 

and Joanne Hamlin agreed to act as Communication 

Secretary.  

 

The United Church of Canada Pastoral Relations 

Handbook ð Engaging and Supporting is used as a 

reference guide for the Joint Search Process.  As on-

ly two members of the JNAC continued from the 

JSC, a review of the JNAC report was conducted.  A 

listing of ômust haveõ and ônice to haveõ qualities of 

applicants were developed, and a job posting was 

prepared.  This ad was shared in the church bulle-

tins, the National Vacancy List, on -line with the 

United Church Observer, print version of the Ob-

server, and through Facebook, and the McClure 

United Church website.  As well, the National Avail-

ability List has been reviewed for suitable candi-

dates, and the committee did reach out directly to 

ministers we felt may be suitable.  An initial appli-

cation deadline of October 1 was selected.  

 

Interview questions were developed based on the 

JNAC report, and past JSC experiences.  

The committee has met 13 times to date: June (2 

times), August, September, October (5 times), No-

vember, January (2 times) and February.  

 

At the October 2 nd meeting, Rod Delahey stepped 

down as Chair, and Ryan MacGillivray agreed to act 

as Chair.  Robyn Bray therefore agreed to act as re-

cording secretary.  

 

Through this process, the committee has received 

six applications, and conducted three interviews.  

All three interviewees met with Debra (as Laura 

was on sabbatical).  The committee has determined 

that none of the applicants to date have been suita-

ble for what we are looking for in order to meet the 

JNAC job description.  Our Search is therefore con-

tinuing.  The ad has been updated on the above dis-

tribution, with the application deadline removed.  

 

There has been some question on the terms and con-

ditions of the JNAC report ð if that is hindering the 

process.  The committee has heard that there are 

over two dozen churches in Manitoba that are cur-

rently without ministers.  This suggests a general 

lack of suitable applicants, certainly in the prairies, 

and possibly throughout Canada.  The JNAC report 

does list a specific type of minister, and the Joint 

Search Committee is currently committed to find 

the correct person for the position.  

 

As of January 1, 2019, the method of declaring va-

cancies and accessing the availability list have 

changed.  We are in communication with the Region 

4 Pastoral Relations Minister to ensure we continue 

to receive the list of available ministers.  

 

In February 2019, we did receive two comments 

from potential applicants.  One indicated that the 

three -year term was a hinderance, due to the poten-

tial relocation of family for a short period, and there-

fore that application was withdrawn.  Another po-

tential applicant wanted to work only part -time.  

The committee considered these two comments, but 

agree that the proposed job description is still valid.  

Thanks, everyone, for your faithfulness.  

 

The committee would appreciate your help in the 

search, by distributing the job description to those 

who may be interested, or by bringing the names of 

potential applicants forward.  

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact the members of the Search Committee.  

 

Sincerely,  

Ryan MacGillivray, Chair, McClure 2018 Joint 

Search Committee.  

McClure United Church  

Joint Search Committee Report  
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McClure United Church is seeking an exceptional minister for the position of Minister of Worship 

and Renewal. Working in collaboration with two other ministerial team members, this position will 

have primary responsibility for congregational renewal (including outreach), preaching, and wor-

ship leadership. This full -time, three -year appointment is open to an Ordained, Diaconal, or Desig-

nated Lay minister with a passion for renewal work.  

 

McClure has been defined by outreach since its inception and has both a seniorsõ high-rise and as-

sisted living complexes attached to the church. The entire church is multi -use with community and 

church events happening most evenings. We are an Affirming community of faith, with active chil-

dren, youth, and young adult ministries.  

 

The position is open July 1 st 2019. For further information or to apply contact mcclureunit-

edsearch@gmail.com. A copy of the JNAC report is available at http://mcclureunitedchurch.org.  

McClure United Church Visitation Ministry  

 

Special visitors of McClure United Church have kept alive our connection with 

members of our congregation who can no longer attend worship.  Volunteers check 

in once a month with those who have indicated they would like a visitor.  These vis-

its are spiritual òlife linesó for those in care facilities or for those confined to their 

homes.  Volunteers also visit McClure members in hospital.  

 

If you would like to become a visitor or if you know of someone who would benefit 

from a visit please contact Debra .   

 

Spring into Action a Great Success  

McClure's Spring into Action Family Dance was 

held on Friday March 1.  About 100 people came to 

dance, bid on the 34 wonderful baskets, eat yummy 

treats and of course visit.   It was a great night. The 

youth in attendance kept the dance floor really 

moving !  

 

Over $2500 was raised for Refugee work here at 

McClure.   Several sponsorships are underway and 

this money will be welcomed.   A huge thank you to 

Night Owl DJ service, and to all those who attend-

ed the dance, contributed the creative baskets, 

made and sold snacks, set up the silent auction. 

etc.etc.  It was a very fun event.  

 

mailto:mcclureunitedsearch@gmail.com
mailto:mcclureunitedsearch@gmail.com


Apr i l  2019 McClure Newsletter Page 6 

Hospital Pastoral Care  

 

Recently the Provincial Government removed all Spiritual Care providers from our hospitals leaving on-

ly the denominational Chaplains.  These Denominational Chaplains are funded by their denominations 

and they focus on visiting those of their denomination. These Chaplains used a list, produced by the hos-

pital, which indicated which patients declared a denominational connection and then these Chaplains 

would offer pastoral care to these folk.  You must now ask to be placed on this 

list.   

PLEASE request to see a chaplain if you are in need.  The United Church Chap-

lain is Rev. Cathy Coates and she serves all three of the Saskatoon Hospitals.  

 

Your ministry team here at McClure, does not always know if you are in hospital 

so PLEASE  let us know. We are not too busy and we would love to have the  

opportunity to visit and offer support.  

Lighthouse Community Kitchen  

For the past year I have had the pleasure (Yes 

pleasure) of being able to help at the Lighthouse 

Community Kitchen on either a Friday or Monday 

when our church is responsible to host and whenev-

er my schedule allows.  When I first started I had 

some people say arenõt you afraid to be there.  Let 

me tell you I am not only not afraid, but am blessed 

to be able to be there.  The people who come to the 

kitchen for meals are so appreciative and are for 

the most part very happy to connect with us as vol-

unteers. It has also been a great way to get to know 

some members of our congregation that I would not 

normally get to know.  It is a ministry that I hold 

dear to my heart and I hope that more of you will 

find that this is a ministry that you would like to 

be involved in as well.  

Carol Claypool  

A Huge Thank you  

 We would like to thank Kyle Schwartz 

for his leadership during the fourth in a 

series of Conversations on Mental 

Health.   On Monday March 11, about 35 

people gathered to hear Kyle speak 

about depression, anxiety and suicide in 

the youth population.   The presentation 

was so informative and sincere. It was a 

very worthwhile evening.    

Opportunity  

Each week we update the McClure website with the 

current bulletin, announcement and sermon.  We are 

looking for volunteers to help with this task. It is not 

an onerous undertaking, and while it requires some 

computer skills, documentation and training are 

available. Frequency will be dependent on the num-

ber of volunteers recruited.  Please contact Holly 

Knuttila at (306) 227 -0835 holly.knuttila@shaw.ca 

for additional information.  


